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Preface 

A Record of the Mead Family was originally compiled by Charles E. Borden and appears to have been used 

for genealogical documentation by a Mrs. M. L. Stover of the Daughters of the American Revolution, 

Francis Scott Chapter, which they received on October 20, 1938. Mr. Borden apparently lived during the 

same time frame as John Howard Mead (1821-1889). 

A clue to who Charles E. Borden was is given on page 23 where it is reported that he lived in Wilmington, 

North Carolina and on page 40 that he lived in 1897. Another clue is on page 33 where he pens in that Col. 

William Mead (1827-1805) was his great grandfather. Other than these clues, I don’t know who Charles 

E. Borden was and I also do not know who Mrs. M. L. Stover was. If it can be determined who these people 

are, a third edition will be released with this information. 

The original typewriter document, bonded in hard cover, does not seem to have been published. Charles 

E. Borden’s corrective notations are shown in blue Bradley Hand ITC font. Also, on the front page, a 

Daughters of the American Revolution clerk wrote some notations that is also shown in blue Bradley Hand 

ITC font. 

This is being called the second edition because of light editing that was done to the original work. For 

example, if Bedford was mistyped as Bedfora then it was corrected to Bedford since it is believed that was 

the original intent. Another example of an edit is on page 108 where the surname of the Rev. Alexander 

Gordon was spelled Fordon and of course it should be Gordon.  However, if words were misspelled due to 

the way people of the time spelled a word, then those words were not corrected. Also, the content of all 

the original pages have been maintained; so, if someone wanted to reference the original book, the page 

numbers will be correct. 

A side note about the corrections to the original work. Modern people may not appreciate the difficulty 

of typing on an old typewriter while trying to transcribe handwritten letters. This appears to be what be 

exactly what Charles E. Borden did for us. It is not easy and I greatly appreciate Charles E. Borden for this 

work that he produced; errors and all. 

Page one does start off abruptly by displaying a deed record. One would think that an introduction about 

Charles E. Borden or the Mead family would be a first page; but that was not how it was done. 

Speaking of the Rev. Alexander Gordon, his letter begins on page 106 and he emphasizes that our patriarch 

William Mead that came to this country could not have been the William Mead who was the friend of 

William Penn and we need to take that to heart because there are a number of false genealogical records 

that have our patriarch William Mead as being the husband of a fictitious Elizabeth Sarah Fell and that is 

not true. William Penn’s friend, William Mead’s wife was Sarah Fell. Our patriarch William Mead’s wife 

was Elizabeth and that is all we know about her. 

Charles E. Borden was very sure that this Mead family is descended from the Rev. Matthew Mead (1630-

1699) and writes on page 25, “This assertion, I am satisfied, could be confirmed, but it would cost 

considerable time and money to do it.” What we do know is this question has gone unanswered for more 

than a century. 

Charles E. Borden was bamboozled if our surname is spelled Mead or Meade (page 25). Our patriarch 

William Mead’s surname was definitely Mead and not Meade. It definitely stayed that way through the 
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time of his grandsons, Col. William Mead (1827-1805) and Robert Mead (1750-1825). It was many, but 

not all, of Robert Mead’s descendants who lived in the North during the Civil War who changed the 

spelling of their surname to Meade after the Civil War probably to show their relationship to the war hero, 

Gen. George G. Meade, who we are not even related to because Gen. Meade is of Irish descent and the 

Mead family is of English descent.  

The reader will find many interesting tidbits of information such as the Mead mansion in Bedford, Virginia 

(page 95) and another one in Augusta, Georgia (page 76). If anyone would like to see the mansion in 

Bedford, they won’t be able to because the Yankees burnt it down. The Yankees burnt down other Mead 

relics and family history as well. John Howard Mead said that they were a “sacrilegious foe” (page 95).  

Another interesting find was that John Howard Mead had been researching the family and kept 

meticulous records and photos for 25 years. Those records are nearly entirely lost today. 

Robert Mead (1750 – 1825) descendants’ might be taken aback when on page 29 it is written that “nothing 

can be found relating to him;” but don’t despair because this is Robert Mead’s Uncle Robert Mead. 

Honestly, I was not aware of this uncle, either. 

 

Duane Curtis Mead 

2nd great grandson of John Howard Mead 

December 30, 2018 
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COPY  

                  DEED BOOK, A. Page 10. 

A True inventory of the Estate of John Meade this 19th.  

August, 1754; Henry Haynes, John Richardson and Stephen  

Inglish, appraisers; -  

One bay mare, L 5, one gray mare and colt    L 2.40 

One gray mare and colt L 3.0. Two stone colts   L 1.0 

One mare yearling, L 1.10. One bay horse,    L 1.5. 

One parcel of Turners Tools.      L 1.10.0. 

Two saws and parcel of chisels, two mall rings,  

                       one wedge.           L 1.6.0. 

 

A parcel of rasps and files, five augers,  

                              three planes.    L 1.3.0. 

 

A parcel of Cornish planes, one vice, one fro.   L 9.9.  

Plow tacklings 12, three old hoes, spade,  

                        and plow irons.    L 1.10. 

 

Five cows, and calves, 8.10. One cow and heifer,  

                       one yearling.     L 3.11.10. 

 

One pair of plow irone /3. One bay horse.    L 2.10. 

Three axes, four cags, one pot, one frying pan,   L 0.17.  

One pot, one kettle and hooks 6/6, one pot ditto,7/ 0.13.6.  

One whip saw 2.0. One crescent saw, l, one saddle 10/3   10.  

Two pails and tub 5/. One sythe 5/. Two hides 10/     1.  

One bed pillow and rug, 2. One bed and blanket,     1.0.0 

One rifle gun 15/1. One linnen wheel 10/.      1.5.0. 

One pocket compass, one pair of money scales     3.9. 

One pair of Hilliards 10/, one long wheel 5/15.0.  

Three books, one pair of boots, one box iron, 15.3.  

Five bells 16/, one grindstone 5/, two bridles 2/,    1.3.0. 

One bay mare and colt 3.0. Pewter 13/       3.13.0 
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One adds and pinchers hatchet, 3/6, one bell 6/0, 4.0. 

One plow plane, one file,         6.6. 

 Total, L 53.4.3. 

 

             DEED BOOK A. Page 194. 

1758 

John Mead’s Estate Dr. to William Meade. 

To paid Richard Hannon,                                 L 52.0.0. 

To paid John Thompson,                                     5.5.11. 

To Joseph Richardson,                                      6.18.0. 

To William Morgan,                                         1.12. 

To Wm. Read,                                                 13.6/1/2 

To Christopher Choat,                                      1. 

To Montgomery Judgement,                                9L 2.1/2 

To Wm. Bumpass,                                           34.51/2. 

To Thomas Nash                                           L 1.2.6 

To Robt. Reed,                                             8.0.1. 

To John Turner,                 5.5.0. 

To Wm. Swine,                                               .18 

To James Bobit,                                            1.5. 

To Paul Covington,                                         3/13.1. 

To Wm. Thompson,                                           1.3.6 

To Wm. Morgan,                                               3.9. 

To Wm. Morgan,                                                .12. 

To Stephen English,                                        1/10.6. 

To three appraisers one day at 30 lbs. Tobo.                  .11.3. 

To Clerk fees on administration. 

To my expenses in going to settle and app                      10.10. 

To Peter Holland,                                              13. 
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To John Richardson,                                      L 1.8.7. 

To Mr. Wm. Galloway,                                    15. 16. 10 1/2 

To Mathew Talbot,                                        3.8.0 

1758 Contra, 

 By the sale of John Mead’s Estate, 

 By sundry debts received                           19. 4.0 

At a court held at Bedford County, Nov. 28th, 1758. This ac- 

count of the administration of the Estate of John Meade 

was returned into court by Wm. Meade the administrator. 

 

                  DEED BOOK B. Page 320 

Virginia, S.C. 

 This Indenture made in Bedford County 

in the colony aforesaid this Twenty Eighth day of February 

in the year of our Lord 1764 and in the fourth year of his 

Majestic reign, between Thomas Pullen of one part, and Wm. 

Mead of the other part, both of the said county of Bedford 

planters, witnesseth that whereas the said Thomas Pullen for 

and in consideration of Wm. Mead understanding to join the 

said Pullen to build a water mill on the said Pullen’s 

land, the said Pullen doth by these presents covenant, grant, 

bargain and agree to and with the said Mead to make him the 

said Mead a full Joint Right Title and Claim with him and 

the said Thomas Pullen to one hundred acres part of the 

said Pullen’s land which the afore said mill to be built, 

situated and lying in Bedford County on the north side of 

Otter River at the north of Elts Creek. 
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                  DEED BOOK B. Page 596. 

This indenture made this 25th day of June 1765 by and  

between Wm. Mead. and Anne his wife of the one part and Wm.  

Hansbough of the other part, witnesseth that the said Wm.  

Mead for and in consideration of the sum of Thirty Six  

pounds to him in hand paid the, Receipt whereof he doth here  

by acknowledge hath guaranteed and sold unto the said Hans-  

bough one certain tract or parcel of land by Pattent Dated  

1762 the 25th day of March containing three hundred acres  

on north side of Goose Creek. 

 

                  DEED BOOK D. Page 291. 

This Indenture made this 26th day of March in the year of 

our Lord 1770 between Wm. Meade of Bedford County of the one  

part, and Wm. Mead Jr. of Loudoun County of the other part,  

witnesseth that the said Wm. Mead of Bedford County for and  

in consideration of the sum of L 13.16.0 to him in hand paid  

the receipt whereof he doth hereby acknowledge hath granted,  

bargained and sold, and by the presents doth grant, bargain,  

and sell unto the said Wm. Meade Son of Loudon County his heirs  

and assigns forever one certain tract or parcel of land con-  

taining three hundred acres.  

 

                   DEED BOOK D. Page 433. 

This Indenture made this 23rd day of November 1772 between  

Wm. Mead of the county of Bedford of the one part and Nicholas  

Meade of the county aforesaid of the other part, witnesseth, 
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that the said Wm. Mead for and in consideration of the  

Just and full sum of five hundred pounds currant money of  

Virginia, to him in hand paid by the said Nicholas Mead,  

the receipt whereof the said Wm. Meade doth hereby acknowledge.  

At a court held for Bedford County, Nov. 23, 1772, this Indenture  

and memorandum of Livery of Susin there on endorsed were ac-  

knowledged by Wm. Meade and Martha his wife.  

 

                     DEED BOOK G. Page 137. 

This Indenture made this 27th, day of May 1782 between Wm. Mead  

of Bedford County of the one part, and Joseph Wright of the  

said county of the other part, witnesseth that the said Wm.  

Meade for and in consideration of the sum of Twenty Pounds  

to him in hand paid, the receipt whereof he doth hereby ac-  

knowledge, hath granted bargained, and sold and for these pre-  

sents doth grant, bargain, and sell unto the said Joseph  

Wright 150 acres of land part of said Mead’s order of Council. 

 

                     DEED BOOK G. Page 279. 

This Indenture made this 5th of August in the year of our  

Lord 1783, between Wm. Mead and Martha his wife of the county  

of Bedford of the one part and John Hook of the said county  

of the other part, witnesseth that the said Wm. Mead and  

Martha his wife for and in consideration of the sum of Eighty  

Five pounds currant money of Virginia to them the said Wm.  

Mead and Martha his wife in hand paid by the said John Hook *  

his heirs and assigns and by these presents do bargain, sell,  

enfeds and confirm unto the said John Hook his heirs assigns  

* the receipt whereof they the said Wm Mead and Martha his wife 

                               do hereby acknowledge, hath 

                               bargained, sold, enfeded and con- 

                               firmed unto the said John (etc) 
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forever a small tract or parcel of land containing 61  

acres more or less lying in the Royal Forest, Bedford County.  

                     DEED BOOK G. Page 340. 

This Indenture made this day of April 1784 between Wm. Mead  

of the one part and John Murphy of the other part, both of  

Bedford County, Witnesseth, that the said Wm. Mead. for and in  

consideration of the sum of Thirty pounds to him in hand  

paid, the receipt of which he doth hereby acknowledge hath  

bargained, granted, and sold unto the said John Murphy 330  

acres of Land in Bedford County on South Branch of Goose  

Creek, part of (4228) acres pattented to said Mead. 

                      DEED BOOK G. Page 448. 

This Indenture made this 23rd, day of November 1784 between  

Wm. Meade and Skinner DuVall both of Bedford County, Witnesseth  

that the said Wm. Meade for and in consideration of the sum  

of Twenty Pounds to him in hand, the receipt whereof he doth  

hereby acknowledge, hath granted, bargained and sold unto the  

said Skinner DuVall 216 acres more or less.  

                               Signed Wm. Mead 

                                                         SEAL. 
                                      Martha Mead 
                                                         SEAL. 

                      DEED BOOK G. Page 493.  

This Indenture made this 30th day of November 1784 by and  

between Wm. Mead and Martha his wife of the one part and  

James Steptoe of the other part, Witnesseth that the said Wm.  

Mead and Martha his wife for and in consideration of the 
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sum of six hundred and twenty pounds to them in hand paid,  

the receipt whereof they, the said Wm. Mead and Martha his  

wife do hereby acknowledge hath granted, bargained and sold  

unto the said James Steptoe 620 acres of land. 

 

                     DEED BOOK G. Page 498. 

This Indenture made the 28th day of March 1785 between Wm.  

Mead of the one part and James Calloway of the other part,  

Witnesseth that the said Wm. Mead for and in consideration  

of Five Shillings to him in hand paid but more especially  

in consideration of his the said James Calloway having en-  

tered special Bail for the said Wm. Mead and for John Mead  

his security at the suit of Wm. Rowald on an action of debt  

commenced and non depending in the county Court of Bedford  

for near Fifty Thousand Pounds of net crop tobacco of upper  

James River Inspections; and the said William is desirous  

and proposes to save him harmless from all injury by reason  

thereof; Now this Indenture witnesseth that the said Wm.  

Mead hath granted bargained and sold and by these presents  

doth grant, bargain and sell unto the said James Calloway  

his tract of land called the "Royal Forest" in Bedford  

County and containing 644 acres being the place of his pre-  

sent residence; also one other tract called Mt. Pleasant con-  

taining 600 acres; - To have and to hold the said tracts of  

land with the promises to the said James Calloway his heirs  

and assigns for ever in fee simple, and the said Wm. Meade  

for himself, his heirs, executors and administrators doth cov-  

enant to and with the said James Calloway his heirs and 
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assigns the title of the said lands to warrant and forever  

defend by these presents on trust.  

Nevertheless, that if the said Wm. Mead shall save harmless  

and indemnify the said James Calloway from all injury by  

reason of his engagement then this writing to be void; but  

if on the contrary the said James Calloway by reason thereof  

shall be in danger of incurring loss and damage in his own  

estate or person, then it shall be lawful for him to sell the  

said lands on giving one month's notice thereof, for as much  

as it will arrive to at public sale for ready money, and the  

overplus if any, shall be paid to, the said Wm. Mead his cer-  

tain attorny, his heirs or assigns,  

In witness whereof he hath set his hand and seal the day and  

year above written.  

                        DEED BOOK G. Page 498. 

To all whom it may concern: Know you that I Wm. Mead of the  

county of Bedford and Parish of Russell within the common-  

wealth of Virginia, intending to remove to the state of Georgia, 

have appointed and do hereby declare Edmond Winston of the  

county of Campbell my lawful attorny for me and in my stead  

to sell the following tracts of land, to wit, that tract  

known as the "Royal Forest", containing 644 acres; that tract  

oalled Milford on Otter River and Elk Creek containing 610  

acres; that tract called Mt. Pleasant containing 600 acres on  

east side of Elk Creek, severally and all being and lying within  

the aforesaid county of Bedford; also one other tract of land  

containing 1254 acres on Otter River above the tract called  

Millford; and in my name to execute deed or deeds for the 
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same in fee simple to whomsoever may purchase the said  

lands or any part thereof, and to receive all moneys due, 

or becoming due for the same; to grant acquittances for the  

payment thereof, or to prosecute in my name and at my  

proper costs all suits necessary for the recovery of any  

moneys due me; and I do hereby declare that the acting of  

the said Edmund Winston shall be affectual and bind me in  

the matters aforesaid in the same manner and as fully as if  

done by myself.  

In witness whereof I have here unto set my hand and affixed  

my seal the 28th day of March 1785. 

 

                   DEED BOOK G. Page 675. 

This Indenture made the 22nd, day of January in the year  

1787 between Wm. Mead of the state of Georgia of the one  

part, and Jane Calloway the elder of the county of Campbell  

and state of Virginia of the other part, witnesseth that  

whereas the said Wm. Mead for and in consideration of five  

shillings to him in hand paid but more especially in con-  

sideration of the said James Calloway having entered special  

Bail for a quantity of Upper James River Tobacco; and the  

said Wm. Mead and for John Mead his security at the suit of  

Wm. Ronald on an action of debt then depending in the county  

of Bedford for a quantity of Upper James River Tobacco; and  

the said Wm. Meade desiring to secure and save him harmless  

from all injury by reason thereof, did by his indentures  

bearing date of the 28th of March 1785 convey to the said  

James Calloway in fee simple his tract of land called the 
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Royal Forest containing 644 acres then the place of his  

residence; also his other tract of land in the neighbor-  

hood thereof called Mt. Pleasant containing 600 acres, in  

trust that if the said James Calloway by reason of his  

undertaking for the said Wm. and John Meade as aforesaid  

should be in danger of incurring loss and damage in his  

own estate or person, that then on giving one month's no-  

tice he should sell the said lands for his indemnification  

and whereas it has happened that for the recovery of the debt  

aforesaid, proceedings have been had against the said James  

Calloway so as that a judgement on his Peplevin Bond for  

the debt aforesaid costs and interest has been obtained and  

the said James Calloway hath in the pursuance of his trust  

has exposed the lands aforesaid to public sale and himself  

became the purchaser of them at the following prices, to wit,  

for the Royal Forest 35000 pounds of Upper James River Crop  

Tobacco at Richmond or Manchester and for Mt. Pleasant twenty  

thousand and sixty pounds of like tobacco of which he hath  

exonerated the said Wm. Meade now this indenture witnesseth  

that the said in consideration thereof hath bargained and  

sold and by these presents doth bargain and sell and grant  

unto the said James Calloway the said land called the Royal  

Forest and Mt. Pleasant containing twelve hundred and forty  

four acres, to have and to hold the lands aforesaid with  

all improvement and appurtenances thereto belonging to the  

said James Calloway, his heirs and assigns forever in fee  

simple, and the said Wm. Meade for himself his heirs and ex-  

ecutors, and admrs. doth covenant to and with the said James 
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Calloway the title of the said lands to him and his heirs  

and his assigns to warrant and forever defend against the  

claims of all persons whatever by these. In witness hereof  

he hath set his hand and affixed his seal the day and year  

first before written.  

At a court held for the county of Bedford on the 22nd day of 

July 1754.                              Zachary Isbell, Richd. Calloway 

Present, John Phelps, Thomas Pullen, Wm. Calloway, ^ John Sutten,  

Edward Marion, Robt. Ewing. Gent. Admn. on the estate of John  

Meade is granted Wm. Meade who made oath according to law here-  

with and ent. into bond with Henry Haynes in 200 pounds ac-  

cording to law.  

At a Court held for Bedford County Aug. 26th,1754, Present,  

John Phelps, Edmund Marrion, Richd. Calloway, Zachary Isbell, Wm.  

Calloway, John Sutten, Robert Ewing, Gent.  

On account of Wm. Meade against the estate of John Meade dead.  

sworn to and to be cert. L 34.  

At a Court held for Bedford County Jany. 27th 1755. Present,  

Matthews Talbot, Robt. Ewing, Richd. Calloway, Saml. Hairstone,  

Gent.  

Charles Talbot, and Wm. Mead Gent. named in the Com. of the  

Peace for this county took the oaths to his Majesty's Person  

and Government and the abjuration oath and subscribed the  

Teste and then took the oath of a Justice of the Peace, and  

an oath of a Justice of the County Court in Chancery.  

At a Court held for Bedford County, Sept.22nd, 1755, Present,  

Mat. Talbot, Mark Cole Richard Calloway, Saml. Hairstone, Robt.  

Ewing, Gent. 
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Charles Talbot, and Wm. Mead. Gent. named in the Com. of the  

Peace for this county took the oathes to his Majesty's  

Person and Government and the abjuration oath and subscribed  

the Teste and then took the oath of a Justice of the Peace,  

and an oath of a Justice of the County Court in Chancery. 

 

At a Court held for Bedford County, Sept. 22nd, 1755, Present,  

Mat. Talbot, Mark Cole Richard Calloway, Saml. Hairstone, Robt.  

Ewing, Gent.  

Wm. Calloway, Major, Wm. Mead, Capt., Saml. Hairstone, Capt.  

Richard Calloway, Capt., Robt. Ewing, Capt., John Sutton, En-  

sign. Francis Calloway, Lieut., Ambrose Bryant, Lieut., and  

John Patrick Burks, Lieut. took the oaths to his Majesty's  

Person and Government and the abjuration oath and repeated  

and subscribed the last mentioned oath and Test. 

 

At a Court held for Bedford County Nov. 28th, 1758, Present,  

Wm. Calloway, Zachary Burtney, Saml. Hairstone, Joseph Renfro,  

Jeremiah Early, Richard Calloway, Colo, Wm. Meade, Major, and  

Jeremiah Early Capt. of the Militia in this county took the  

oaths to the Government etc. and subscribed the Teste etc. 

 

At a Court held for Bedford County May 28th, 1759. Present,  

Richard Calloway, Saml. Hairstone, Jos. Renfro, Zachariah  

Burnley, Gent. Ordered that the Church wardens bind out  

Robt. Meade, an orphan according to law. 

 

At a Court held for Bedford County Mch 23rd, 1762. Present,  

John Phelps, Saml. Hairstone, Chas. Talbot, and Wm. Irvine, Gent. 
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John Mead has leave to keep an Ordinary at home of John  

Talbot who gave bond according to law, 

 

At a court held for Bedford County April 27th, l762, Present,  

John Phelps, Jer. Early, Wm. Mead, and Wm. Irvine, Gent.  

Ordd. the Ch. wardens of Russell Parish in this county  

bind out Robert Mead orphan of John Mead according to law.  

At a court held for Bedford County Aug 23rd, l763. Present,  

Wm. Mead, Wm. Irvine, Richd. Stith, Francis Calloway, and Wm.  

Trigg, Gent.  

Wm. Mead, Majir, Wm. Trigg, Capt., Nathl. Patterson, Lieut., took  

oath appd. by act of ParI. and subd. the Teste.  

At a court held for Bedford County Oct. 23, 1764. Present, Wm.  

Mead, Wm. Irwine, Jer. Early, Wm. Trigg, Turner Hunt Christian.  

Gent.  

Wm. Mead Gent. come into court and produced a Com. from the Gov.  

to be Sheriff of this county.  

At a court held for Bedford County Nov. 28th, l764. Present,  

Robert Baker, Turner Hunt Christian, Wm. Trigg, Jer. Early,  

Francis Calloway, Saml. Hairstone, Gent.  

Ordered that the Church Wardens bind out Robert Mead, Or-  

phan of John Mead, according to law. 

 

At a court held for Bedford County, Feby. 28th, 1770. Present,  

Jer. Early, Francis Calloway, James Calloway, Charles Lynch,  

Robt. Ewing, Guy Smith, John FitzPatrick, Gent.  

John Mead came into court and took the usual oaths to his  

Majesty's Person and Government and repeated and subscribed  

the Teste, and took the oath of an undersheriff. 
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At a Court held for Bedford County May 23rd, 1774. Present  

Robert Ewing, Francis Calloway, John FitzPatrick and James  

Calloway, Gent. Gro. Sugg and Robert Cowan.  

Wm. Mead Jun. is appointed surveyor of the road in the room  

of Jesse Womax over the usual hands. 

 

At a Court held for Bedford County Aug 24th, 1773. Present,  

Wm. Mead, Jer. Early, John Talbot, Gross Scruggs, John Ward,  

Gent. On motion of John Mead Leave is granted him to keep  

an ordinary at Col. Mead's house in the town of New London. 

  

At a Court held for Bedford County May 24th, 1784. Present,  

Robt. Ewing, Thomas Arthur, Wm. Trigg, Charles Clay, Henry  

Buford, Thomas Leftwich, Charles Gwatkins, Jermiah Pate,  

and Mathew Talbot, Gent.  

A report of a road from the ford of Goose Creek into the  

old road by Wm. Mead, Quakers, Mill etc. 

 

State of Virginia, County of Bedford, to wit,  

I, Rowland D. Buford, Clerk of Bedford County Court in the  

state of Virginia do certify that the foregoing are true  

transcripts from the records of my office.  

In testimony whereof I hereby sign my name and affix my  

seal of Office of said County this 16th of June 1797.  

(Signed) R.D. Buford, C.B.C.  

SEAL  

SEAL  

SEAL  

SEAL 
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                    DEED BOOK A. Page 190. 

This Indenture made this 28th day of November in the year  

of our Lord, one thousand seven hundred and fifty eight, Be-  

tween Wm. Meade of the County of Bedford of the one part,  

and John Hall of the same county of the other part, witness-  

eth that the same William Mead for and in consideration of  

the sum of fifty pounds currant money of Virginia to him in  

hand paid the receipt whereof he doth hereby acknowledge  

hath granted, bargained, sold aliened, and confirmed and by  

these presents doth grant, bargain, sell and confirm unto the  

said John Hall his heirs and assigns forever Four Hundred  

Acres of land granted by Patent dated the fifteenth day of  

December one thousand seven hundred and fifty seven and  

bounded as follows, etc, etc, etc.  

                          William Mead (SS) 

                       DEED BOOK A. Page 6. 

This indenture made the XXMd. of July anno domini; One Thou-  

sand Seven Hundred and Fifty Four, between William Mead of the  

county of Bedford, Carpenter of the one part, and William Boyd  

of the aforesaid county, Planter of the other part, witnesseth  

that the aforesaid William Mead for divers good causes and  

consideration thereunto moving, but more especially for, and  

in consideration of the sum of Forty Pounds currant money of  

Virginia to him the aforesaid William Mead by him the afore-  

said Wm. Boyd in hand paid, The receipt whereof he doth hereby  

acknowledge, himself satisfied, contented and paid hath granted 
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sold, aliend, and confirmed unto the aforesaid Wm. Boyd  

his heirs Executors, administrators, or assigns, one certain  

tract or dividend of land lying and being in the county 

aforesaid on the north branch of the Otter River on both  

sides of Mimicking creek obtained by Patent dated the 22nd  

day of September One Thousand Seven Hundred and Fifty Three  

and bounded as follows (to wit) etc, etc. containing four hun-  

dred acres be the same more or less, etc. 

                                William Mead (SS) 

 

At a Court held. for Bedford County Aug. 26th 1754, Ann, the  

wife of the said William Mead personally appeared in court etc.  

fact for Wm. Mead and John Hancock and Mildred his wife. 

        (This Indenture was witnessed 1801) 

 

This Indenture made May llth, 1803 between Nicholas Mead and  

Mary his wife, Lemuel Mead their son of the county of Bedford  

and state of Virginia and Stith Mead, a minister of the Gospel  

and now of Georgia, Witnesseth that the said Lemuel Mead vol-  

untarily, and with the approbation of the said Nicholas Mead 

and Mary his wife, his father and Mother, hath put, placed and  

bound himself to the said Stith Mead his Uncle, to be put to  

whatever trade or calling the said Stith Mead may judge most  

profitable for him and said Lemuel Mead, to continue under  

the direction of said Stith Mead until the said Lemuel Mead  

shall attain the age of 21 years, which will be on the 18th  

day of June 1811, etc, etc, etc. 
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This is to authorize and command you as Attorney in fact  

for me, to concur with Col. James Calloway in selling and  

conveying my lands called Royal Forest and Mount Pleasant  

when required to do so by him, for which this shall justify  

you, from your humble servant.  

Wm. Mead. 

P.S.  

The said Col. Calloway is my special bail at the suit of Wm.  

Ronald for a large sum, and has a deed for his indemnification  

to those lands; his being in danger of suffering by that ar-  

rangement is the supposed case in which he is entitled to  

make the above demand.  

                       Wm. Mead. 

 

Witness, J. Steptoe,  

              To Mr. Edmund Winston. Mch. 30, 1785. 

"From Hening's Statutes at Large, Vol. 7 Page 207, September 

1758. William Mead as Lieutenant L 1.19.  

                    DEED BOOK A. Page 14. 

Know all men by these present, that I Jester Cox of Lunenburg  

County and Colony of Virginia Yeoman doth by these presents  

acknowledge that I never knew any harm of John Mead of any  

sort Whatsoever, and doth by these presents declare that I  

never said any harm of the said Mead one thing nor another,  

and if I did I do here by these presents declare it to be  

false. In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and  

seal in testimony of the Truth what I have here assented  

this thirty first day of July one Thousand Seven Hundred and 
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fifty three,  

                          Jester (X)C. (SS) 

                             (His mark) 

 

Witness Present,  

John Richardson  

Wm.Rentfro,  

Robert Groome,  

 

At a Court held for Bedford County Aug. 26th 1754. This Re-  

cantation was proved by the oath of John Richardson one of  

the witnesses then to and on the motion of Wm. Mead it is  

ordered to be recorded, Teste,  

                          Ben Howard, Clerk of B.C. 

 

This Indenture made May 27th, 1782 between Wm. Mead and Joseph  

Wright both of Bedford County etc, for and in consideration of  

the sum of Twenty Pounds etc, one tract of land containing  

150 acres part of Mead's order of council on south side of  

Staunton River called Bruff place.  

                                  Wm. Mead (SS) 

 

The Commonwealth of Virginia to Anthony Street and Edward  

Jordan, Gentleman of the County of Linenburg, Greeting, whereas  

Henry Embry and Ann his wife by their certain Indenture of  

Bargain and sale bearing date Aug. 22nd 1785 have sold and  

conveyed unto Wm. Mead 1800 acres, etc, etc, etc. 

 

To all whom it may concern, Know ye that I William Mead of the  

county of Bedford and Parish of Russell within the common-  

wealth of Virginia, intending to remove to the state of Geor-  

gia have appointed and do hereby declare Edmund Winston of the  

County of Campbell my lawful attorney for me, and in my stead  

to sell the following tracts of land, to wit, That tract known  
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by the name of Royal Forest containing 644 acres, that tract  

called Millford on Otter River and Elk Creek containing 60  

acres on the East side of Elk Creek.  

Severally and all being and lying in the aforesaid county of  

Bedford, also one other tract of land containing 1254 on the  

Otter River above the tract called Millford. Mch. 8, 1785.  

                                         Wm. Mead (SS) 

Oct. 23rd, 1764, Wm. Mead Gent. came into Court and Proceded a  

Com. from the Governor to the Sheriff of this County, which  

being read, he entered into bond with James Calloway, Wm.  

Trigg, John Quarels and Jushua Early in the sum of one thou-  

sand pounds for due performance of his office, and having  

taken the oath to his Majesty’s Person and Government and re-  

peated and subscribed the Test and took the oath of sheriff  

of this county.  

 

Nov. 27th, 1764. Wm. Mead entered into and ack bond with James  

Calloway John Murphy, Jeremiah Early and Isham Talbot his  

Sect. in one thousand pounds for the Col. of the Poll and  

land tax ensuing year. 

 

Jany. 27th, 1767, Wm. Mead Gent one ment. in the Com. took the  

oaths appd. by act of Parlmt. instead of alligeance and su-  

premacy and the oath of the Justice of the Peace and the Co.  

Co. In Chy.  

Extracts from the original surveys made in Bedford County  

Virginia beginning 1754. 
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                        DEED 

This Indenture made the XXII of July anno domini one thou-  

sand seven hundred and fifty four, between William Mead of  

the county of Bedford, Carpenter of the one part, and Wm. Boyd  

of the aforesaid county, Planter of the other; Witnesseth that  

the aforesaid Wm. Mead for divers good causes and consider-  

ations him thereunto moving, but more especially for and in  

consideration of the sum of forty pounds currant money of  

Virginia to him the aforesaid Wm. Mead by him the aforesaid  

Wm. Boyd in hand paid, the receipt whereof he doth acknowl-  

edge, and himself satisfied, contented and paid, etc, etc. One  

certain tract or division of land lying and being in the  

county aforesaid etc. obtained by Patent dated 22nd Sept. 1753,  

etc containing 400 acres etc. 

                             Wm. Mead, (SS) 

Bedford Court Aug. 26th 1754, Ann the wife of the said Mead  

personally appeared and relinquished her right of Dower.  

                     Original Surveys. 

Nov.4th, 1754, Surveyed for Wm. Mead 204 acres situated in Bed- 

ford etc, etc. 

                       By Richard Stith. 

Nov. 18th, 1762, surveyed for Wm. Mead 346 acres, 

 "   17th,  "       "      "   "   "   368  " 

 "   15th,  "       "      "   "   "   286  " 

Dec. 21st, 1762 404 acres. 

                      By Isham Talbot. 

Feb. 23rd 1773 surveyed for Wm. Mead 32 acres. 

April 17th 1774 surveyed for Wm. Mead Jur. 1500 acres of land 

situated in Bedford County. 
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              By Mead, Asst. to Richard Stith. 

Mch.15th 1775 surveyed for Wm. Mead 254, acres,  

Mch. 20th 1774 surveyed for Wm. Mead 804 acres, situated in  

Bedford County etc. including 453 acres formerly surveyed  

by Richard Stith. 

Wm. Mead's 804 acres, this now includes in the order of the  

council of both sides of Goose Creek of 422 acres.  

March 24th 1774, surveyed for Wm. Mead Junr. 420 acres sit-  

uated in Bedford County, etc etc.  

Oct. 2nd,1775 surveyed for Wm. Spencer 540 acres of land sit-  

uated in Bedford County being part of Mead's order of Council.  

April 10th 1775 surveyed for Danl. French 463 acres of land,  

315 part of Mead's order of council.  

Nov. 10th, 1776 surveyed for Moses Greer 400 acres of land,  

part of Mead's order of council.  

Nov.l0th  1773 surveyed for Wm. Mead  430 acres. 

 "  12th, 1779     "     "   "   "   1030   " 

Mch. 4th, 1780     "     "   "   "    204   " 

 "          "      "     "   "   "    200   " 

Apr. 20th 1778     "     "   "   "    150   " 

 "    "     "      "     "   "   "  at sundry times by entry 

and included them to amount of 5800 acres of land situated 

in Bedford Co. 

Oct. 20th, 1778 surveyed for Wm. Mead by virtue of council pur- 

chased by Geo. Walton of 10,000 acres granted to Thos. Wa1-  

ton, May 1st, 1750. also including sundry surveys made by en-  

tries to the amount of 28,000 amounting to the whole of  

12,8000 acres of land in Bedford and Henry Counties.  
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Mch. 8th, 1779 surveyed for Wm. Mead Jur. 500 acres. 

 "   9th    "     "      "   "   "    "   267  " 

Nov.      1779 surveyed for Wm. Mead      380 acres. 

April 6th, 1782 surveyed for Wm. Mead and Col. John Calloway 

1800 acres of Land situated in Bedford. 

Inventy and appraisement of John Mead's dec. estate Aug. 1, 1754  

Wm. Mead Amr. By warrent #12957 dated July 1782 for 6117  

acres surveyed by Wm. Mead by entrys 815 acres of land in  

Bedford County and including 2900 acres formerly surveyed by  

order of council by Richard Stith for John Mead, now the   

property of Wm. Mead.         

Mch. 8th, 1790 surveyed for Wm. Mead Junr. 107  acres.   

 "  9th  "    "     "    "  "  "  509    "   

Oct. 22nd  "    "     "    "  "  "  129    "  

Nov. 5th  "    "     "    "  "  "  497    " 

Mch. 15th, 1795 surveyed for Dimony, (Black Man) 100 acres of  

land by virtue of land office warrent granted Wm. Mead June  

Ilth, 1794 for 200 acres no. 519, situated in Bedford. 

 

                        Deeds. 

This Indenture made Mch. 24th, 1761 between Wm. Mead and  

Henry Hall both of Bedford 400 acres of land by Patent  

dated Dec. l5th, l757. 

                              Wm. Mead (SS) 

Ann the wife of Wm. Mead appeared at court and relinquished  

her right of dower.  

Feby. 20th, 1780 surveyed for Wm Mead 500 acres. 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

M E M O R A N D A 

as to some of the 

MEAD ANCESTORS 

of 

CHARLES E. BORDEN 

of 

WILMINGTON, N. C. 
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                     M E M O R A N D A 

                     as to some of the 

                      MEAD ANCESTORS 

                           of 

                    CHARLES E. BORDEN 

                           of 

                    WILMINGTON, N. C. 

 

 

The ancestors of Charles E. Borden, (in the Mead line) were  

of English origin and in no way related to the Meade fam-  

ilies from which were decended the late Rev. William Meade  

Protestant Episcopal Bishop of Virginia, and the late Gen-  

eral George Gordon Meade, of the United States Army. 

 

                   BISHOP WILLIAM MEADE. 

 

The first of Bishop Meade's ancestors who settled in Am-  

erica was Andrew Meade, a Roman Catholic, born about 1680,  

who came from County Kerry, Ireland, to New York, where he  

remained for about five years and married Mary Latham, a  

Quakeress. He moved to Nansemond County, Virginia, where he  

became connected with the Established Church. He died in  

1745. 
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For genealogy of this family, see Bishop Meade's "Old Churches  

and Families of Virginia, page 289, etc.: "Bishop John's  

Life of Bishop Meade," and "Chaumier papers," the latter  

privately printed by Henry J. Peet, 1103 Ashland Block, Chi-  

cago, Illinois. See also Homemaker Magazine, Vol. 4, No. 2, p.  

93, etc., for an account of "Chaumiere," the homestaed of  

"David Meade," near Lexington, Kentucky.  

             GENERAL GEORGE GORDON MEADE. 

The first of General George Gordon Meade's family who set-  

tled in America was Robert Meade, a Roman Catholic, who was  

born in Ireland, married in Barbadoes, and died in Philadel-  

phia in 1754. He left two sons and a daughter, one of the  

sons being George Meade, Merchant, who was born in Phliadel-  

phia, February 29th, 1741, married May 5, 1768, Henrietta Con-  

stantia, daughter of Hon. Richard Warsom, and died November  

9, 1808. He was a staunch Roman Catholic and a member of St.  

Mary's Church, Fourth Street above Spruce, Phliadelphia. The  

latter had children, among them Richard Warsom Meade, who  

was born in Chester County, Pennsylvania, June 23, 1778, died  

in Washington, D.C., June 26, 1828, and was buried in St.  

Mary's Churchyard, Philadelphia, Pennslyvania. He married Mar-  

garet Coates Butler (who died in 1852). One of his children  

was George Gondon Meade, U. S. A., who was born at Cadiz,  

Spain, while his father was United States Consul, December  

31, 18l5, and who died at Philadelphia, November 6, 1872: See  

"O'Hart's Irish Pedigrees," page 311, etc. For biographies, 
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etc., of General George Gordon Meade, his father and grand-  

father, see the numerous biographical dictionaries. 

 

There are a number of families of Meades living in the vi-  

cinity of New York City, and in New England, who are of Eng-  

lish origin, and might be, in some way, related to the Meade  

ancestors of Charles E. Borden. Some of these families moved  

to Virginia, among them being that of Edward Mead (author of  

genealogy of the Lee family, etc.) of Keswick, Albermarle  

County, Virginia.  

For particulars, see:  

        " Genealogies & Histories of Watertown, Mass., by  

          Henry Bonds: 

        " History of Westchester County, N.Y., by Bolton: 

        " History of Greenwich, Conn., by Meade: 

        " History of Stanford, Conn., by Huntington:  

        " Old Merchants of New York City, by Walter Barret, 

        second series. 

Charles E. Borden was, no doubt, a descendent (through the  

Meads) of Richard Mead, of Mursley, Buckinghamshire, England,  

by his wife Joane, through his second son, Rev. Matthew Mead,  

of Stepney, who was born 1629, at Leighton, Buzzard, Bedford-  

shire, and died October l6th, 1699.  

This assertion, I am satisfied, could be confirmed, but it  

would cost considerable time and money to do it.  

NOTE: Some of the family spell their name "Mead", others 

"Meade." I do not know which is correct.  
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Rev. Matthew Mead was a prominent Clergyman of the Church  

of England, and a man of very liberal views. He was ejected  

from his charge for non-conformity in 1662. He seems to  

have been implicated in the Rye House conspiracy, and was  

for some time imprisoned, but was set free by the King:  

"Johnson's Universal Cyclopedia," Vol. 5, page 319. For in-  

teresting biographies, see:  

Rev. Alexander Gordon's Biography in Lee's (Stevens')  

Dictionary of Nationa1 Biography, Vol. 37, p.180, etc.:  

See also his sermon on Spiritual Wisdom, delivered  

at Stepney, September l6, 1660, which led to his eject-  

ment on the charge of non-conformity. (Pamphlet,  

Philadelphia Library 928, Qll).  

For biography of his son, Dr. Richard Mead, who was born Aug-  

ust 2, 1673, and died in 1754, - the celebrated English phy-  

sician, - see  

The Imperial Dictionary of Universal Biography,  

Vol. 3, p. 344, etc.:  

Rose's Biographical Dictionary, Vol.10, page 69, etc:  

Sidney Lee's Dictionary of Nationa1 Biography,  

Vol. 37, page 181:  

Leaman's Memoirs of the life and writings of Dr.  

Richard Mead, London, 1755.  

Rev. Matthew Meade married and had issue fifteen children  

among them being Nathanial Mead, Richard Mead and William  

Mead.  

William Mead, son of Rev. Matthew Mead, married and had issue, 
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among them I am satisfied were John, William Robert, Sam-  

uel, Pleasant, Sarah and others, who came to America about  

          and settled in Bucks County, Pensylvania.  

 

John Mead, son of William Mead, married Mary Abrell, December  

12, 1726, (See marriage record at New Garden Monthly Meeting,  

copy herewith annexed marked "Exhibits 'A' and 'B'.) and as 

far as known had two sons, Robert Mead, born      and Will-  

iam Mead, born October 10th, 1727. Nothing is known of him  

however, except that he moved from Bucks County, Pennslyvania  

with his brothers William and Samuel to Loudoun County, (then  

a part of Fairfax County) Virginia, about 1746. He remained  

in Loudoun County but a short time, however, as he died in  

Bedford County, Virginia, in l754, and letters of administration  

where granted on his estate, in Bedford County, in the year  

1754. These letters were granted to his son William Mead. He  

was buried in the burial ground of the Mead family, near New  

London, Bedford County, Virginia. His tombstone cannot be found.  

In a letter from William Mead to a cousin in Loudoun County,  

reference is made to his brother Robert, but nothing known  

of him. 

 

William Mead, brother of John Mead, who married Mary Abrell,  

married in Bucks County, Pennsylvania, Ellen Worrell, daughter  

of Thomas and Ellen Worrell. He was a resident of Buck's 

                                       Married Hannah Mead April 5th 1706                                                                                                                                 

County, Pennsylvania, in 1744, as in that year Andrew Ellett 

  

conveyed to William Mead 220 acres of land in lower Wake-  

field Township, Bucks County, Pennsylvania, on the Delaware. 
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He sold it in 1747 to Hezekiah Anderson, and left the  

Township (Davis' History of Bucks County, Pennsylvania,  

page 121). He went to Fairfax County, that part of it  

which is now Loudoun County, Virginia, and afterward to  

Bedford County, Virginia. (See certificate of removal  

from Falls Monthly Meeting, April 4, 1746--Falls Records):  

See reference to him in Fairfax and Bedford Monthly Re-  

cords hereto attached marked "Exhibit C." He remained in  

Bedford County for seven years and returned to Loudoun  

County, where he died and was buried in the Friends Burial  

ground, near Leesburg. His will is of record. in Loudoun  

County, Virginia, at Leesburg, it having been probated  

January 17, 1780.  

He left issue, the descendents of whom are numerous in  

Loudoun, and other counties in Virginia and elsewhere, a-  

mong them being Mrs. Elizabeth Mead Heffecker, of Wilming-  

ton, Delaware: Miaa Mary L. White, of Barnesville, Mont-  

gomery County, Maryland, and Mrs. Fannie Mead Mead, of  

Leesburg, Loudoun County, Virginia.  

These ladies have in their possession a large amount of  

information relating to this William Mead (uncle of Colonel  

William Mead) and his descendents. 

 

Samuel Mead, another brother of John Mead, went from Bucks  

County, Pennsylvania, where he had married, September 25,  

1737, Mary Downey, at Falls Meeting, to Loudoun County,  

Virginia, and left issue, the descendents of whom are nu-  

merous in Virginia, Ohio, and elsewhere. His will is of 
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record in Leesburg, Loudoun County, Virginia, 1795. See  

reference to him in records of Fairfax Meeting hereto  

attached marked "Exhibit C."  

Robert Mead, another brother of John Mead, left no de-  

scendents so far as known. In fact, nothing can be found  

relating to him.  

Pleasant Mead, born December 27, 1717, a sister of John  

Mead, married February 15, l736, (Falls Records and family  

bible of Amos Satterthwaite) William Satterthwaite, of  

Bucks County, Pennsylvania, and had issue, whose descendents  

are numerous in Bucks County, Pennsylvania, and New Jersey,  

among them being Amos Satterthwaite, of Langhorne, Bucks  

County, Pennsylvania, who has in his possession considerable  

information relating to this branch of the family.  

Sarah Mead, another sister of John Mead, married Richard  

Van Blunk, of Bucks County, Pennsylvania, and had issue,  

whose descendants are numerous in Pennsylvania and New Jersey.  

There were residing in or near Philadelphia prior to 1720,  

the following:  

Joanna Mead, who, in 1715, married William  

Kelley (Arch Street Meeting Records, Society of 

Friends.) As Rev. Matthew Mead's mother was 

named Joanna, it is likely that this Joanna was 

one of his descendants. 
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Rachael Mead, who married in 1706 William Carter,  

one of the witnesses to the marriage ceremony  

being Ellen Worrell Mead, wife of William Mead be-  

fore mentioned.  

Hannah Mead, who in April 5, 1706, married Andrew  

Ellett, (See Dublin Monthly Meeting Records.)  

Elizabeth Mead-----a witness to the marriage of  

Pleasant Mead, who married William Satterwaite  

12-15-1717. (See Heffecker Memoranda filed with  

papers.)  

 

As Rachael Mead's marriage was witnessed by the wife of  

William Mead and as the husband of Hannah Mead (Andrew Ellett)  

conveyed the Bucks County property to William Mead and  

Elizabeth Mead was a witness to the marriage of Pleasant  

Mead and William Satterthwaite, and signed the Marriage cer-  

tificate in the place usually reserved for parents or guard-  

ians, it appears most likely that they were closely related  

to the Mead ancestors of Charles E. Borden.  

 

William Mead (Col. William Mead), son of John and Mary (Abrell)  

Mead, was born in Bucks County, Pennsylvania, October 10th,  

1737, (Stith Mead' s Memoirs, 1829, a copy of which memoirs is  

in the possession of William B. Sullivan, of Dayton, Ohio,  

 

son of the late Stith Mead Sullivan.) and married Sunday 

   born December 30th, 1732, daughter of Nicholas and Ruth Haile 

1750, Ann Haile,^ of Bucks County, Pennsylvania. He moved, it  

is supposed, with his father and Uncle William Mead to  

Loudoun County, Virginia, about 1746. (see Falls Monthly 
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Meeting Records for certificate of removal to Virginia,  

April 4th, 1746.) He afterward moved to Bedford County,  

Virginia, as in 1754 we find him referred to, in the re-  

cords or the last mentioned county, in a deed dated July  

22nd, 1754, as "William Mead, carpenter, and Ann, his wife,  

to William Boyd, Deed Book A, page 6, "and as administrator  

of the estate or his father John Mead, (Letters of Adminis-  

tration granted August 19th, 1754, Book A, page 10, account  

filed November 28th, 1758, Book A, page 194.) 

 

He was a prominent man in the affairs of Bedford County. He  

was one of the incorporators of the town or New Loudoun  

(near Bedford Springs) in November, 1761: (Henning's Statutes,  

Vol. 7, Chap. VII., page 478.) Sheriff or the county; Deputy  

Surveyor under Richard Stith,) Bedford County Records); and  

was also a Justice or the peace. He served as a lieutenant  

and in other capacities in the militia of the County (Hen-  

ning's Statutes, Vol. VII, p.207): and was in the campaign a-  

gainst the French, at Fort Duquesne (Stith Mead's Memoirs, p.23)  

 

He served in the militia during the Revolutionary War, and  

for his services secured various grants of land, located in  

the southwestern part of Virginia, among them being one for  

2668 1/3 acres, issued May 10th, 1785, for three years' ser-  

vices with the Continental Army as Ensign. He was vestryman  

of Russell parish, Bedford County, Virginia, for a number of  

years. He had seven children by his first wife, Ann Haile, who  

died in confinement in 1769. She was buried at Royal Forest 
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Place, but her tombstone cannot be found. Those children  

were as follows:-  

 

First: Nicholas Mead, born at Royal Forest Place Bed-  

ford County, Virginia, February l6th, 1752, married Mrs. Mary  

Bates, widow of William Bates, daughter of      Jones. Both  

died in Bedford County, Virginia, and were buried at one  

and a half miles from Lowry Station on the Norfolk and West-  

ern Railroad. The tombstones of both Nicholas Mead and his  

wife can be seen in the burial ground of that branch of the  

family near Lowry Station (on the Norfolk and Western Rail-  

road) about twelve miles west from Lynchburg, Virginia,  

totally neglected, upon which are inscribed:  

                   (Inscription cannot be read). 

He left issue, one of whom was Stith Mead Sullivan, born May  

20th, 1822, who lived at Dayton, Ohio, until his death, April  

3, 1894, and who had in his possession the latter books and  

records of Rev. Stith Mead, containing authentic data relating  

to the births, marriages and deaths of members of the Mead  

family. (These books etc, are in possession of his son William  

B. Sullivan, whose office is at #43 Callahan Bank Building, Dayton,  

Ohio.)  

 

Second: John Mead, born November 20th, 1755, married 1775  

Elizabeth Crump, daughter of William Crump (herein after men-  

tioned).  

 

Third: Mahlon Mead, born March 20th, 1757, married  

Elizabeth Yokeley, of Tennessee, and left issue. 
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Fourth: Samuel Mead, born December 23rd, l76l, never married,  

died of fever at his brother's (Nicholas) residence in Bed-  

ford County, Virginia, and was buried in the Burial ground  

adjoining.  

Fifth: Elizabeth Mead, born July 30th, 1764, married Ambrose  

Gordon and left issue, one of whom was President of the Cen-  

tral Railroad and Banking Company of Georgia for many years.  

Sixth: Stith Mead, born September 25th, l767, married October  

7th, 1807, Prudence Watkins Blakely, daughter of Reuben and  

Mary Blakely, of Henrico County, Virginia. He was a prominent  

member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, having become a  

member September 27th, 1789, enrolled on the minutes of the  

Conference at Raleigh, North Carolina, May 29th, l792. (Stith 

 

Mead's Memoirs.)  He left descendants, among them being  

  

Mrs. Alice William Hancock, of Lynchburg, Virginia. 

 

 

Seventh: Daughter born 1769, died in infancy with its mother,  

in confinement, at Royal Forest Place.  

(Great Grandfather) 

Between two and three years after the death of Ann Haile Mead,  

 

William Mead Married Mrs. Martha Stith, nee Cowles, born Nov-  

ember 2, 1749, widow of William Stith, and daughter of Col.  

Cowles, of Charles City County, Virginia. By this marriage he  

had six children, viz:-  

 

First: Martha Mead, born April 1st, 1773, married Alexander  

McMillan, died at Augusta, Georgia, and was buried at St.  

Paul's Churchyard, Augusta, Georgia, leaving issue. 
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Second: Priscilla Mead, born January 7th, 1775, married  

Benjamin Sims, brother of William Gilmore Sims, the Poet  

and Author, and who died leaving issue. 

 

Third: Cowles Mead, born October 18th, 1776, who married  

first on April 2nd, 1807, Mary Green, who died June 29th,  

1828, at Cincinnati, Ohio: second, on inarch 28th, 1835,  

Mary Mills, who died October 27th, 1834: third, on Sept-  

ember 17th, 1835, Mary Magruder, of Clinton, Hines County,  

Mississippi. He died May 17th, 1844, of heart desease, and  

was buried at Clinton, Hines County, Mississippi. He was a  

member of Congress from Richmond County, Georgia, in 1805,  

and in December of that year was appointed the first Gov-  

ernor of the Territory of Mississippi. He was a prominent  

member of the Bar. He visited the City of Cincinnati, Ohio,  

in 1828, where he met the children of his nephew John W.C.  

Mead, at "the residence of Mrs. McGrue. (See letter from  

Amelia McGrue, dated September 9th, 1828, a copy of which is  

hereto attached, marked "Exhibit D.") He left issue. 

 

Fourth: Marston Mead, born January 22, 1779, married June,  

22, 1806, Sarah Whitehead Cobb, of Augusta, Ga., and died  

leaving issue, one of whom is Mrs. Ada Mead Safferens, of  

Lexington Kentucky. (see hereafter.) Left 9 children.  

(P.S. A note on margin says Ada was not his heir) 

 

Fifth: Catherine Mead, born October,20, 1780, married  

Thomas Jones, and died leaving issue. 

 

Sixth: William C. Mead, born December 5th, 1782, never  

married, died in Texas about 1850. 
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(For descendants of Col. William Mead, see Blueprint hereto  

Attached, marked "Exhibit E.") 

 

Col. William Mead moved to Augusta, Georgia, in 1785, with  

most of his family. He had accumulated, prior to l769, over  

40,000 acres of land, viz:-  

500 acres at mouth of Buffalo Fork, of Reed Island.  

500 acres on Buffalo Fork about half way to the head.  

500 acres on Little Reed Island, beginning at Old  

Camp.  

1000 acres including the heads of Buffalo Fork and  

Little River.  

5000 acres on a small run called by the hunters  

"North Fork of Clinch."  

l0,000 acres on same waters including Old Indian Towns.  

10,000 acres on same waters including the mouth of  

Sparrow Grass Creek.  

5000 acres joining Capt. Inglis Survey at Blue Springs.  

Mem. of land entered with Capt. William Englis X X X X X  

by William Mead 2/17, 1769, (Stith Mead's Memoirs, page 20)  

There are of record at Bedford City, Virginia, a large  

number of conveyances to which Col. William Mead was a party.  

(See County Court Records.) 

 

He left some of these lands, together with lands subsequently  

acquired by purchase and for services in the Revolutionary  

War, in the hands of one Winston under a power of attorney  

for disposal and the balance he gave to the children of his  

first wife. (Stith Mead's Memoirs, page 21.) 
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He acquired an estate near the city or Augusta, which he  

disposed of by his will. 

 

He died December 30th, 1805, and was buried in Augusta,  

Georgia, on the site where St. Paul's P.E. Church now stands,  

in a select burying ground of his own, where others of the  

family are buried. (Stith Mead's Memoirs, page 21.) 

 

Stevens' History or Georgia says this church was erected on  

the site of an old English Fort, called "Fort Cornwallis":  

other histories refer to it as the site of an old English  

fort. His will is of record in the office of the Ordinary  

of Richmond County, Georgia, dated February 19th, 1805, pro-  

bated January 6th, 1806, and recorded in Book of Wills A,  

folio 31, etc. Court or Ordinary, Richmond County, Georgia.  

A copy is hereto attached marked "Exhibit F." Efforts have  

been made to locate his tombstone, but without success. 

 

John Mead, second son of Col. William Mead and Ann Haile, was  

born at Royal Forest Place, November 20th, 1755. He married  

in 1775, Elizabeth Crump, daughter of William Crump, of Bed-  

ford County, Virginia. He served as ensign in 14 Virginia  

Regiment, in the Revolutionary War, from March 10, 1777, to--  

(Heitman's Historical Register). He had seven children, Viz:  

First: William Mead, born  

married in Charleston, South Carolina, and left one  

son, of whom nothing is known.  

Second: Sarah Pinchback Mead, born       married 

Sunday, September 4th, 1803, to David Taylor, at Augusta,  
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Georgia, by Rev. David B. Butler. She died in 1815, at  

Pine Level, near Jackson, Alabama. (David Taylor's Bible  

and other records are in possession of Mrs. Taylor, Lake  

Charles, Louisianna). She had issue, leaving numerous des-  

cendants in the south. 

 

Third: John W.C. Mead, born July 17, 1782. 

 

Fourth: Thomas Crump, born        , never married, and died 

in Jamaica of cholera. 

 

Fifth: Mary Mead, born       died very young. 

Sixth: Eliza Massie Mead, who was born December 20th, 1790,  

married Richard Cox, and died in Apri1, 1862, near Athens,  

Georgia, leaving one child, Mrs. Elizabeth King, who, in 1873,  

was living at Athens, Georgia. 

 

Seventh: Joseph Hays Mead, who was born October 29th, 1795,  

in Augusta, Georgia, and who married, at Cahawba, Dallas  

County, Alabama, (Then the capital of Alabama), on Wednesday,  

December 20th, 1820, Sarah Howard, who was born October 24th,  

1804, eldest daughter of Captain John Howard and Laura Green.  

They had ten children, leaving numerous descendants in the  

South and West, one of whom is John Howard Mead, of Savannah,  

Georgia, who spent more than twenty-five years collecting  

data relating to the Mead family, some of the data contained  

in this memoranda was obtained from that source. See copy  

of a letter dated August 24, 1857, from John H. Mead to Mrs.  

Burnham, marked "Exhibit G." Unfortunately, however, most of  

his papers in reference to the genealogy of the family were  
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either lost or destroyed after his death. After diligent  

search no trace of them can be found. 

 

DeWitt Clinton Mead, son of John Howard Mead, in a letter  

dated Jacksonville, Florida, December 31, 1893, to C.C.  

Callahan, says:-  

"My brother in moving from Dennison to Palestine,  

Texas, burnt up, as he thought old trash, a lot of old papers  

that my father had left and which he and another brother  

were keeping together as old mementoes, and family records,  

and in answering my letter he said he feared he had burnt  

them all up."1 

 

A copy of a memorandum written by John Howard Mead to Mrs.  

Ada Mead Safferrens, a descendant of Marston Mead, dated  

Savannah, Georgia, April, 1873, is hereto attached, marked  

"Exhibit H." Most of the material in this last mentioned  

memorandum was obtained from Stith Mead's Memoirs,--  

(See Stith "Mead's Memoirs, 1829.)  

(N.B. A note on margin here, says: "Mrs. Ada Safferrens was  

not a descendant of Marston Mead.) 

 

John Mead died in Augusta, Georgia, in 1798, from wounds  

received while attempting to arrest a desperado, for the  

killing of one       Perry. (John Howard Mead's Memoranda,  

"Exhibit H.") He was Register of Probate of Richmond County,  

Georgia, His will is not of record in Richmond County,  

Georgia, nor anywhere else, so far as known. He was buried  

at the same place as his father, but his tombstone cannot  

be found. 

                                                           
1 Very likely, William Stith Mead accidently burnt the records. His brother John Cowles Mead maintained his 
records until after his death in 1930 when his wife, Sadie, burnt the remaining records. 
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Elizabeth Crump Mead continued to live in Augusta for a  

number of years after her husband's death, and afterward  

moved to Nanclause, Green County, Georgia, with her chil-  

dren, who intermarried with the Taylors and Coxes, and  

died there in March, 1813. She was buried at what was John  

Cox' place, but her tombstone cannot now be found. If she  

left a will it is not of record in Green County, Georgia. 

 

John Mead (John William Crump Mead), third son of John and  

Elizabeth Crump Mead, was born July 17th, 1782. Very lit-  

tle is known of him. He was in Augusta in 1802, when he  

had a photograph taken, a copy of which photograph was, in  

1873, in the possession of his nephew John Howard Mead.  

After a diligent search for a copy of it, no trace of it  

can be found. He left Augusta, on the day the photograph  

was taken, for the North, presumably, New York City,  

(John Howard Mead's Memoranda, "Exhibit H.") It is said  

that he matriculated at William and Mary College, but an  

examination of the records of that institution fails to  

show his name. He married in 1804 Mrs. Bridget Charlotte  

Osborne, nee Turner. Mrs. Mead's mother was Margaret, daugh-  

ter of John and Margaret Burton. After a most thorough  

search of all kind of books and pamphlets, and city,  

church and county records, nothing whatever can be found  

referring to John W. C. Mead's marriage. An examination  

of the marriage notices in some of the newspapers of that  

day might disclose it.  

The directory of New York City refers to him as follows:- 
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1814-15 John W.C. Mead, Merchant, 1 George St.  

(Beekman) 

1815-16 John W.C. Mead, Merchant, 129 Broadway,  

(Bowery) 

1816-17 John W.C. Mead, Merchant, 114 Elizabeth St.  

With this year (1817) his name disappears from the direc-  

tories (New York City Directory at the Library of the New  

York Law Institute, Post Office Building, New York.)  

  

He had three children, viz:-  

First: died in infancy.  

Second: Elizabeth, who married        Hill.  

Third: Augusta(originally named Sarah), named from  

Augusta, Georgia, the home of her grandparents, who mar-  

ried Israel Maury Bissell, and left issue:-  

(a) Walcott Mead Bissell.  

(b) Frederick Mead Bissell.  

(c) Elizabeth Mill Bissell. 

 

Marston Mead, son of Co1. William Mead and Mrs. Martha Stith  

(formally wife of William Stith) daughter of Col. Cowles,  

had issue:- (See blueprint herewith marked "Exhibit E.")  

(Mr. Charles E. Borden of Willmington, N.C. is familiar with  

this branch of the family.) 

NOTE: This paper if far from being complete. A careful and  

thorough examination of the land, church, and other records  

at Richmond, Virginia, Bedford City, Virginia, and Augusta,  

Georgia, should be made to complete it. English records should  

also be examined.  

Signed: G.C. Callahan  

752 Bullitt Building,  

Philadelphia, Penna. August 20,1897.  
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                     EXHIBIT "A." 

               NEW GARDEN MONTHLY MEETING 

Copy of the Marriage Certificate of John Mead, as found on  

the records.  

********************************************************** 

WHEREAS, John Mead, son of William Mead, and Mary Abrell,  

daughter of Richard Abrell, all of Cecil County in ye pro-  

vince of Maryland, having declared their intentions of Mar-  

riage wt. each other before several Monthly Meetings of ye  

people of God called quakers, wch. were held in ye County  

of Chester & province of Pennsylvania, according to the  

good order used among them, & having consent of Parents,  

their sd. proposals of marriage were allowed of by ye sd.  

Meetings.  

NOW, THESE ARE TO CERTIFY WHOM IT MAY CONCERN, yt. for ye  

full accomplishing of their sd. intentions, this 2nd day of  

ye 12th Mo.--1726. They, the sd. John Mead & Mary Abrell  

appeared in a public assembly of ye sd. assembly of ye said  

people & others met together at their public meeting place,  

in Nottingham, in ye county of Chester afsd. & ye sd. John  

Mead taking ye said Mary Abrell by ye hand did in a solemn  

manner openly declare yt. he took ye sd. Mary Abnell to be  

his wife, promising to be unto her a loving & faithful hus-  

band until it please God by death to separate them. 

 

AND, Then and There, in ye sd. assembly, ye sd. Mary Abrell 
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did in like manner take ye sd. John Mead to be her hus-  

band, promising to be unto him a loving & faithful wife  

until it should please God by death to separate them, or words to  

yt. effect. 

 

FOREOVER, they, the sd. John Mead & Mary. Abrell (she ac-  

cording to the custom of women assuming ye name of her  

husband) as a further confirmation thereof did unto these  

presents set their hands. 

 

And we whose names are hereunto subscribed being present  

at ye solomnizing of ye sd. Marriage & subscription in  

manner afsd., have here as witnesses thereunto subscribed  

our names ye day and year above written.  

John Mead.  

Mary Mead.  

Signers:  

Mary Ross     Lydia Ross 

James Wright     Mary Browne. 

John Ross     Miriam Coppock 

William Bayley    Esther Browne 

Joseph Jones     Ann Dutton 

Jeremiah Browne    Mary Wright 

Joseph Haines    Hanah Churchman 

Richard Abrell    Sarah Baels 

Arthur Barrett    Elizabeth Gilbert 

John Barrett     Elizabeth Bayley 

Katherine Ross    Thomas Barrett 

Elizabeth Abrell  
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                        EXHIBIT "B" 

                    JOHN and MARY MEAD 

 

At a monthly meeting held at New Garden on the 31st of  

10th Mo. 1726, John Mead and Mary Abrell, both of Not-  

tingham appeared and signified their intentions of taking  

each other in marriage, it being the first time, the meet-  

ing appointed Jeremiah Brown and John White to make inquiry  

concerning the mans conversation and clearness from all  

other women, and to give an account to the next monthly  

meeting, the young man is desired to bring a Certificate 

from Bucks County of his conversation and clearness. 

 

At the monthly meeting held 28-11-1726 John Mead and Mary  

Abrell appeared and signified their intention of marriage  

for the second time and the inquirers report they find no-  

thing to obstruct the intentions and he produced a paper  

from his father and mother of their consent and also a cer-  

tificate from Friends where he was brought up as to whether  

he is clear from all women thereabouts on that account they  

are left to their liberty to accomplish their marriage ac-  

cording to Truths order and Jere. Brown and Jno. White are  

appointed to attend the marriage and give account to next  

monthly meeting and bring marriage certificate also to be  

recorded.  

At the meeting 25-12-l726 the Friends appointed to see the  

marriage of these Friends give account that it was orderly  

accomplished. 
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At a meeting 30-10-1727 Nottingham Prep. Meeting ac-  

quainted this meeting that John Mead was guilty of un-  

chaste conduct prior to marriage; so this meeting desires  

Nottingham Meeting to endeavor to bring him to a sense of  

his evil action, and for him to be at the next monthly  

meeting to condemn the same. 

 

27-11-1727. John Mead not appearing at this meeting, as  

was expected, John Piggott & Henry Reynolds are appointed  

to bring him to a further sense of his evil & and to de-  

sire him to be at the following mo. mtg. 

 

24-12-1727. The comm. did not appear at this mtg. but H.  

Reynolds sent an account that J. Mead & wife are willing to  

give satisfaction to the mtg. but their circumstances being  

so that they could not be at this mtg. so he, John Mead was  

informed to be at the next mo. mtg. 

 

30-1-1728. John Mead & wife sent papers to this mtg. con-  

demning their evil action, so the mtg. appt. James King to  

read the paper in a 1st day meeting at the west end of Not-  

tingham and give a acct. to next mo. mtg. 

 

27-2-1728. The comm. did not appear at this mtg. so his work  

was continued for another mo. 

 

25-3-1728. J. King gave an account that the papers were read  

as desired. 

 

31-6-1728. Nottingham prep. mtg. acquainted this mtg. that  

John Mead seems to decline coming to mtg. & is also 
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disorderly in his conversation. H. Reynolds & John Church-  

man are appt. to speak to him to be at the next mo. mtg. to  

give satisfaction or else testimony may go against him & to  

give an acct. to the next mo. mtg. 

 

28-7-1728. The Comm. hath given this meeting an acct. that 

                desired, but he bring every -?- could not come to this mtg.2 

they spoke to J. Mead at last mtg, ^ but doth acknowledge some- 

 

thing of his missteps & desires that the frds. may not cast  

him off yet. 

 

Brown & John Pggott were appt. to speak to him to be at the  

next mo. mtg. to give satisfaction to frds. for his misdoings  

& give an acct, to the next mo. mtg. 

 

26-8-1728. Comm. had not spoken with John Mead, so were  

continued. 

 

30-9-1728. The frds. appt. to speak with J. Mead gave this mtg.  

an acct. that they did, but inasmuch as he hath trifled from  

time to time & rejected the care & desire of the mtg. in not  

desiring or rather endeavoring to satisfy the same, this mtg.  

doth therefore appt. J. Piggott & H. Reynolds to draw up a  

testimony both against him & his disorderly conversation &  

bring it to the next mo. Mtg. 

 

28-10-1728. The frds. appt. to draw up a testimony against  

John Mead have so done, which was read & approved of & signed  

by the Clerk, & "this mtg. appts. Jn. Churchman to read it in  

a 1st day meeting at the west end of Nottingham & also to let  

him see it before it be read if he can light on him & give 

                                                           

2 Original note:  
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an account to the next mo. mtg. 

25-11-1728. J. Churchman gave an acct. that he read the  

testimony against John Mead. 

 

Records of New Garden Monthly Meeting of Friends of Cecil  

Co., Md., &c. in possession of          Moore at West Grove 

Chester Co. Pa. 

 

                      EXHIBIT "C" 

 

At our monthly meeting of Fairfax held at Fairfax Meeting  

house the 31st of the 9th month 1754.  

William Mead desired to be excused from serving of an over-  

seer and William Williams is appointed in his place until  

further orders.  

The opening minutes are all as the above. To save writing  

I will abridge them.  

At meeting held 25th of 6 mo., 1755.  

WHEREAS William Mead has requested to have meeting kept at  

his house on every second First day in every month, for the  

ease of his own family, and some of his neighbors. This  

meeting after having the same under their consideration,  

think it reasonable, and is granted till further orders,  

hoping the same may be kept up with reputation. 

 

At meeting held 27th of the 5th Mo., 1758.  

Our Friends Mary Ballenger and Mary Kirk having freedom to  

visit families of Friends belonging to Fairfax Preparative 

  



47 
 

Meeting, and William Mead having freedom to accompany  

them, and Friends being satisfied with their prospects,  

they are desired to render an account of their service. 

 

At meeting held 24th of the 6th Mo., 1758.  

Our Friends Mary Ballenger and Mary Kirk, visited the  

families of Friends of Fairfax Preparitive Meeting report  

they have had good satisfaction therein, and now seem not  

clear without visiting families of Monoguesy Preparative  

Meeting (Frederick County, Maryland.)  

This meeting having unity with their proposal, and appoint 

out Friend William Farquar and Richard Holland to accompany 

them.  

At meeting held 29th of 9th Mo., 1759,  

Some uneasiness prevailing on the minds of Friends concern-  

ing the meetings held at William Mead's, several being doubt-  

ful that the continuance of it may not be reputable to the  

Society, Therefore this meeting think proper that it should  

lay on the minds of Friends until next month. 

 

At meeting held 27th of 10th Mo., 1759. 

 

After deliberate consideration on the account of the meeting  

held at William Mead's, it appears to be the sense of this  

meeting, that their meeting should be continued on the same  

day as formerly, with the addition of a meeting to be like-  

wise held on every fourth First day in each month, and that  

only for the winter season, and it is further considered, and  

agreed to that they should hold a meeting on every third day 
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of the week till further orders. 

 

At meeting held 26th of 7th Mo., 1763.  

William Mead not appearing at this meeting to render an  

account agreeable to an appointment some months past,  

Friends are to treat with him to know his reason.  

At meeting held 27th of 8th Mo., 1763.  

William Mead appeared here and rendered some excuse for  

omitting the attending of meeting for Discipline when ap-  

pointed.  

At meeting held 27th of 4th Mo., 1765.  

That necessity of visiting families being renewed among  

us, some time past and also introduced to this meeting in  

order for an appointment. This meeting concludes to nom- 

inate a number of Friends for the service, the following  

being thought proper. William Farquar, William Hoge, Jon-  

athan Myers, John Hough and William Mead.  

A t meeting held 23rd of 1st Mo., 1779.  

This meeting having under consideration the circumstances  

of some ancient and infirm friends, namely William Mead,  

likewise Joan Williams and daughter, think it may be useful  

to hold an afternoon meeting once in the month at each of  

them places. The time proposed at William Mead's was the  

first day but one succeeding the time of holding monthly  

meeting, and the meeting to begin at each place at half  

three in the afternoon.  

At meeting held 27th of 3rd Mo., 1779.  

We are informed that the afternoon meetings were held at 
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the two places proposed, that at William Mead was very  

small, the other considered large. Whereupon after a  

free and open communication of sentiment with respect to  

the continuance of the said meeting it appears to be the  

sense of Friends it may be best that a meeting be held  

once more at William Mead at the usual time, and Mahlen3  

Janney, John Schuley, John Hough, Jonathan Myers, Jacob  

Janney, Israel Janney, William Smith and Thomas Green 

attend it and to weightily to consider the matter. 

 

At meeting held 22nd of 5th Mo., 1779.  

Most of the Friends attended the meeting at William Mead  

and report of the opinion that if Friends could unite in  

holding a meeting there for the summer season, it might  

be of further service to the ancient Friend and some others  

near that place.  

At meeting held 26th of 6th Mo., 1779.  

The committee on the meeting at William Mead reports coming  

under consideration, it appears to be the sense of Friend  

at this time that it may be continued for the remainder of  

the summer.  

At meeting held 22nd of 4th Mo.,1780.  

William Mead by a Friend informed this meeting that he is  

desirous of having a meeting held at his house sometime  

during the summer season. This meeting taking his request  

into consideration concludes to appoint John Hirst, Jacob  

Janney, Solomon Hoge, William Daniel, Isaac Walker, Joseph  

Janney, John Schuley, Abel Janney and Benjamin Purdon to 

 

                                                           
3 Col. William Mead’s third child from his second wife was Mahlon Mead. 
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set with William and his family.  

At meeting held 20th of 8th Mo., 1780.  

The Committee to attend meeting at William Mead report  

that a considerable number of Friends attended.  

At meeting held 24th of 3rd Mo. 1781.  

William Mead by a friend desired the holding a meeting at  

his house for the summer season as heretofor, John Schuley,  

William Pidgeon, Joseph Janney Stephen Gregg and Joseph  

Janney, are appointed to sit with the family. 

 

At meeting held 28th of the 4th Mo., 1781.  

The consideration of the request of William Mead, Committee  

report they all attended and had a sitting in the family  

to a good degree of satisfaction, but desire some time to  

consider properly the holding of the meeting. 

 

At meeting held 23rd of 6th Mo., 1781.  

It appears to be the united sense of the Committee on  

William Mead request, that the holding of a meeting there  

will be inconvenient, with which sentiment this meeting  

concure.  

At meeting held 24th of 7th Mo., 1779.  

William Mead formerly appointed as overseer for Fairfax  

Preparative Meeting being unable to attend to the service  

is now released.  

At meeting held 26th of 12th Mo., 1771.  

William Mead, Jr., requested a certificate to South River  

Meeting Bedford Co., Misses Cadwallader and William 

  



51 
 

Williams are appointed to make enquiry and drew a cer-  

tificate if they find no obstruction. 

 

At meeting held 2-(?)of 1st Mo., 1772 (Not distinct)  

The Friends appointed to draw a certificate for William  

Mead, Jr., produce one which was approved and signed. 

 

At meeting held 28th of 10th Mo., 1758.  

This meeting appoints Israel Thompson and John Hough to  

write to friends of Falls Meeting, Bucks Co., Penn., con-  

cerning Samuel Mead in answer to their letter. 

 

At meeting held 31st of 3rd Mo., 1759.  

Samuel Mead having resigned within the verge of this mee-  

ting for many years past, and in some degree appeared as a  

friend, though his common conduct and conversation have  

been inconsistant with Friends principles, beth here and in  

their parts as well as in Pennsylvania which has been sig-  

nified by Friends of the Falls Monthly meeting by letter to  

this, in which they request that we should testify against  

him, which advice has been signified to him, by Friends  

here, and he had nothing to object against the same, but al- 

lowed it reasonable. Therefore this meeting appoints Francia  

Hoge and John Hough to draw a testimony against him. 

 

At meeting held 30th of 6th Mo., 1759.  

The Friends appointed have produced a testimony against  

Samuel Mead which was read here and signed. Israel Thompson  

and Jacob Janney are appointed to show him the same and give  

him a copy if he desires it. 
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At meeting held 28th of 7th Mo., 1759.  

the Friends appointed to show Samuel Mead a testimony  

against him report they have, which he had no objection  

against the same is ordered to be read at the close of  

some publis meeting of Worship at Goose Creek by Jacob  

Janney.  

At meeting held 24th of 9th Mo., 1759.  

The testimony against Samuel Mead was read, Space was  

left in minutes for this testimony but not recorded there. 

 

At meeting held 28th of 12th Mo., 1765. 

Samuel Mead, Jr., requests a certificate to Salem Monthly  

Meeting in the Jerseys. James Hatcher and Thomas Gregg are  

appointed to make the necessary inquiry concerning him.  

If no objection produce one. 

 

At meeting held 25th of 1st Mo., 1766.  

The certificate for Samuel Mead, Jr., was produced and signed.  

At meeting held 24th of 11th Mo., 1764.  

The testimony against Rachael Mead being produced here, was  

approved, and signed. Jonathan Myers is appointed to read  

it at some piblic meeting. 

 

At meeting held 29th of 6th Mo., 1771.  

At meeting held 29th of 2nd Mo., 1772.  

Complaint is brought to this meeting against Benjamin Mead  

for his out going in marriage, it appears he has been pre-  

cautioned against this conduct. 
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At meeting held 28th of 3rd Mo., 1772.  

The case of Benjamin Mead being considered Isaac Walker  

and William Poole are appointed to draw a testimony against  

him.  

At meeting held 25th of 4th Mo., 1772.  

A testimony against Benjamin Mead was produced and being  

approved and signed, William Hatcher was appointed to read 

it at some public meeting at Goose Creek, in London Co., Va. 

 

At meeting held 18th of 9th Mo., 1780. 

Benjamin Mead offered a paper from under his hand with the  

approbation of Goose Creek Proparative Meeting condemning  

his outgoing in marriage for which he was disowned by this  

meeting some year past, which after being read the meeting  

concluded to appoint Jacob Janney, Stephen Gregg, Joseph  

Janney and William Pidgeon to take a solid opportunity with  

him.  

At meeting held 27th of 1st Mo., 1781.  

The Committee report of Benjamin Mead it appears that he  

is in a good degree sincere in his acknowledgment and he  

being present it is accepted. He requests that his children  

may be esteemed members of our Society to which no objection  

appears they being in their minority. This meeting grants  

his request and they are admitted members. Their names are  

Margaret, Christian, Asenath, and Samuel. The following is  

his acknowledgment.  

To Fairfax Monthly Meeting, Dear Friends: Whereas I the  

subscriber have had my birth and education among people  
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called Quakers but for want of strictly adhering to the  

dictates of truth in my breast have so far misconducted  

as to accomplish my marriage contrary to the good order  

used amongst them having of late been favored with a sight  

and sense of my deviations, do hereby condemn the same de-  

siring Friends would pass it by and receive me into member-  

ship again hoping in future to be more watchful. Benjamin  

Mead.  

At meeting held 26th of 2nd Mo., 1785.  

Benjamin and Ann Patterson appearing here signified their intention  

of taking each other in marriage. Jacob Janney and Israel  

Janney are appointed to inquire into Benjamin's cleanness  

with respect to other engagements.  

A t meeting held 28th of 3rd Mo., 1785.  

Benjamin Mead and Ann Patterson appeared and signified their  

their intentions of taking each other in marriage to which no  

objections appearing they are left at liberty to accomplish  

the same agreeable to good order. Israel Janney and Soloman  

Hoge are appointed to attend the marriage. 

 

At meeting held 23rd of 4th Mo., 1785.  

The Friends appointed to attend the marriage of Benjamin  

Mead and Ann Patterson report it was orderly accomplished. 

 

At meeting held 12th Mo. 30th, 1769.  

Ezekiel Potts lately having gone out in marriage with Eliz-  

abeth Mead a member of this meeting and also been guilty as  

we are informed of having carnal knowledge of another woman  

not long since, this meeting appoints Moses Cadwalader and 
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William Williams to inquire about the facts charged against  

him, also to treat with him, let him know a testimony will  

be drawn against him, disorderly conduct and make report to  

next meeting.  

At meeting held 1st Mo., 27th, 1770.  

One of the Friends appointed in the case of Ezekiel Potts  

report they were both with him, who told them he would give  

no satisfaction whether he was concerned with the other wo-  

man or not. Also desired Friends would speak no more with  

him on the occasion, but might disown him if they thought fit.  

This meeting appoints and John Hough to draw a testimony  

against him. 

 

At a meeting held 2nd Mo. 24th, 1770.  

The Friends appointed to draw a testimony against Ezekiel  

Potts and Elizabeth his wife, have produced one which was  

approved and signed. Francis Hague and Joseph Janney to read  

the same at the close of some public meeting for worship  

at Fairfax.  

At meeting held 4th Mo., 28th, 1770.  

The Friends appointed to show Ezekiel Potts and wife the  

testimony against them, have performed the service.  

Fairfax Monthly Meeting was established 1745 by Conard 

Meeting Chester Co., Penn.  

The following is taken from Goose Creek Monthly meeting, 

Loudon Co., Va. which was established 12th Mo., 5th, 1785. 
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To Sandy Spring Monthly Meeting Maryland,  

Dear Friends:  

Joseph Mead having removed and settled  

within the limits of your meeting hath requested our cer-  

tificate in order to be joined thereto. These may inform  

that after the needful inquiry, we do not find but that his  

conduct hath been in a good degree orderly, attending our  

meetings, and settled his temporal affairs. He being a mem-  

ber of our Society, we recommend him to your friendly care,  

and remain your Friends.  

Signed in and on behalf of Goose Creek Monthly Meeting,  

held 2nd day of 5th Mo. 1816;  

William Kenworthy, Clerk.  

 

To Stillwater Monthly Meeting of Freinds, Ohio,  

A cirtificate was requested for Joseph Mead a member of  

our Society to join him to your meeting. The needful inqiry  

being made no obstruction appearing we therefor recommend him  

to your care and are your friends.  

Signed by Goose Creek Monthly Meeting held 12th Mo., 17th,  

1831.  

To Plainfield Monthly Meeting, Belmont Co., Ohio.  

Dear Friend:-  

Phobe G. Mead having removed within  

the limits of your meeting requests our certificate to  

join hers thereto. The necessary inquiry having been made  

and no obstruction appearing we recommend her as a member  

of our religious society to your care and remain your friends.  

Signed on behalf of Goose Creek M. Meeting 5th Mo. l4th, 1840. 
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To Stillwater Monthly Meeting of Friends, Ohio.  

Dear Friends:  

John Mead a member of our Society  

having removed and settled within your limits, on inquiry  

no obstructions appearing, we recommend him to your care  

and remain your friends.  

Signed on behalf of Goose Creek 1st Mo. l4th, 184l.  

Henry G. Taylor, Clerk. 

 

            M A R R I A G E  C E R T I F I C A T E . 

WHEREAS John Mead of the County of Poudon and State of Vir-  

ginia, son of Benjamin Mead, (deceased of the County and  

State aforesaid) and Ann his wife, and Mary Holmes, daughter  

of Joseph Holmes of the County and State aforesaid and Eliz-  

abeth his wife, have declared their intentions of marriage  

with each other before a monthly meeting of the religious  

society of Friends held at Goose Creek according to the good  

order used among them and having consent of parents, their  

said proposal of marriage was allowed by the said meeting.  

Now these are to certify whom it may concern that for the  

full accomplishment of their said intentions this 4th day of  

10th Mo. in the year of our Lord 1810, they the said John Mead  

and Mary Holmes appeared in the public meeting of the said  

people held at Goose Creek aforesaid and John Mead taking the  

said Mary by the hand did openly declare that he took the  

said Mary Holmes to be his wife promising with Divine assis-  

tance to be unto her a loving and faithful husband until death  

should separate them, and then and there in the same assembly 
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the said Mary Holmes did in like manner declare that she  

took the said John Mead to be her husband promising with  

Divine assistance to be unto him a loving and faithful  

wife.  

                                    John Mead  

                                    Mary Mead.  

 

Joseph Holmes, Elizabeth Holmes, William Holmes, Elizabeth  

Homes, James Janney, Benjamin Bradford, Mahlon Taylor, James  

Hatcher, Bernard Taylor, Elizabeth Wilson, Sarah Mead, Samuel  

Ing, Matilda Brown, Elizabeth Ing, Christian White, Warner  

Hughes, John Crusan, William White, Mary Purnell, Mary Hurst,  

William Holmes, Mary Brown, Samuel Holmes, John Holmes, Jo-  

seph Mead, Aqullia Mead, Lot Janney, Thomas Tichorn, Catharine 

Davis, Samuel Mead, Joshua Gore, Blackstone Janney, Yardley  

Taylor, Jonathan Janney, David Janney. Among names signed as  

witnesses to marriage certificate that were accomplished at  

Goose Creek Meeting House, I find that of Benjamin Mead at-  

tached to more than one about 1791. That of Christian Mead  

and Ann Mead as well (as) Benjamin Mead 1792, Christian Mead,  

Margaret Mead and Peggy Mead in 1793, Aseneth Mead 1794,  

Samuel Mead and Margaret 1798. 

 

In Indian Spring Monthly Meeting Minutes held at Sandy Spring. 

                                                          I find the following. At Indian Spring Mo. Meeting 

Montgomery Co., Maryland ^ held 5th month, 1820, The Friends ap- 

 

pointed to produce a certificate of removal for Joseph Mead  

to Goose Creek Monthly Meeting, Loudon Co., Virginia, produced  

one which was read, approved, and directed to be signed, re-  

corded and forwarded. 
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At Goose Creek Mo., Meeting held 7-21-1801.  

Women friends request the company of men friends in vis-  

iting Margaret Mead for being guilty of fornication. Is-  

rael Janny and Bernard Taylor are appointed to unite with  

them and report their sense of her disposition of mind to  

next meeting.  

At Goose Creek Mo. Meeting held 8-20-1801.  

One of the friends in the case of Margaret Mead reports  

that she and another friend attended (by request) had an  

opportunity with her in company with women friends and  

thought she appeared in a tender frame of mind. Yet they  

did not believe her to be suitably disposed to make sat-  

isfaction, nor did she appear desirous of Friends forbear-  

ance, therefore Mahlon Taylor and Jonas Janney are appointed  

to assist women friends in preparing a testimony against  

her and inform her thereof. 

 

At Goose Creek Mo. Meeting held 9-28-1801. 

A testimony was produced as directed against Margaret Mead,  

Which was read and approved. Israel Janney and Samuel Smith  

are appointed to unite with women friends in serving her  

with a copy. Let her know her right of appeal which if she  

declines have the original published at Goose Creek Meeting. 

 

At Goose Creek Mo. Meeting held 11-30-1801.  

The testimony against Margaret Mead has been published and  

returned.  

At Goose Creek Mo. Meeting, held 1-24-1803. 
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Complaint was forwarded from Goose Creek Preparation meet-  

ing against Samuel Mead for being guilty of fornication.  

Samuel Smith, Blackstone Janney and Jonas Janney are ap-  

pointed to take an opportunity with him. 

 

At Goose Creek Mo. Meeting held 2-28-1803. 

The Friends in Samuel Mead's case report they have had an  

opportunity with him, but did not believe he was suitable  

disposed to make satisfaction, though he appeared in some  

degree sensible of his error. The meeting on consideration  

of his case believe it best to direct a testimony against  

him and appoint Joseph Holmes and Mahlon Taylor to prepare  

one.  

At Goose Creek Mo. Meeting held 4-25-1803.  

A testimony was produced against Samuel Mead which was read,  

approved, and signed. Joseph Holmes and Blackstone Jenney  

are appointed to give him a copy, let him know his right of  

appeal, which if he declined, have the original published  

at Goose Creek Meeting. 

 

At Goose Creek Meeting held 5-30-1803.  

The testimony against Samuel Mead has been published and  

returned, he declining to appeal. 

 

At Goose Creek Mo. Meeting held 8-30-1810.  

John Mead and Mary Holmes appeared and expressed their in-  

tention of taking each other in marriage. Blackstone Janney  

and Joshua Gore are appointed to make inquiry as to John's  

cleanness with respect to marriage engagements with others. 
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At Goose Creek Mo. Meeting held 9-21-1810.  

The Friends on account of the proposed marriage of John  

Mead, report that they find nothing to hinder this pro-  

ceeding therein. They are therefor at liberty to accomplish  

the same according to good order. Joshua Gore and Black-  

stone Janney are appointed to attend. 

 

At Goose Creek Mo. Meeting held 11-1-1610.  

The Friends appointed to attend the marriage of John Mead  

and Mary Holmes report it was orderly accomplished. 

 

At Goose Creek Mo. Meeting held 11-3-1811.  

Goose Creek Preparative meeting informed that Aquilla Mead  

hath accomplished his marriage contrary to good order.  

Israel Janney and William Smith are appointed to take an  

opportunity with him. 

 

At Goose Creek Mo. Meeting held 11-28-1811.  

One of the Friends in the case of Aquilla Mead informs that  

himself in company with the other friends had an opportunity  

with him, and that he declined offering satisfaction for his  

offense. Jesse Hirst and Bernard Taylor are appointed to  

draw testimony.  

At Goose Creek Mo. Meeting held 1-2-1812;  

A testimony was produced against Aquilla Mead which was read,  

approved, and signed. Jesse Hirst and Abijah Janney are ap-  

pointed to give him a copy, let him know his right of appeal.  

At Goose Creek Mo. Meeting held 1-30-1812. 

  



62 
 

The Friends in the case of Aqullia Mead report they have  

complied with their appointment. 

 

At Goose Creek Mo. Meeting held 7-23-1813.  

Complaint is brought from Goose Creek Preparative Meeting  

against Joseph Mead for accomplishing his marriage out of  

unity of Friends. William Smith and Isaac Nichols, Sr., are  

appointed to take an opportunity with him. 

 

At Goose Creek Mo. Meeting held 9-2-1813.  

The Friends in the case or Joseph Mead report they had an  

opportunity with him, and that he appeared desirous of  

retaining his right of membership and he being now here now  

offered a paper of acknowledgment. The meeting on consider-  

ing his case appear free to accept it and retain him a  

member. 

 

At Goose Creek Mo. Meeting held 2-3-1820.  

Samuel Hoge and Mary Mead appeared and expressed their in-  

tention of marriage with each other. Mahlon Taylor and  

Amos Gibson were appointed to inquire into Samuel's clear-  

ness from similar engagements with others. 

 

At Goose Creek Mo. Meeting held 3-30-1820.  

Nothing appearing to hinder Samuel Hoge and Mary Mead from  

proceeding in marriage they were left at liberty to accom-  

plish the same aggreeable to our discipline. Israel Janney  

and Joshua Gore were appointed to attend the marriage see  

that it be accomplished orderly. 
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At meeting held 4-27-1820.  

The Friends appointed to attend the marriage of Samuel  

Hoge and Mary Mead report that they apprehend it was or-  

derly accomplished.  

At Goose Creek Mo. Meeting held 6-29-1820. 

A certificate was produced from Indian Spring Monthly  

Meeting Montgomery Co., Md., for Joseph Mead which was read  

and accepted. 

 

At Goose Creek Mo. Meeting held 11-1-1821.  

Samuel Hoge's minor children Susannah, Washington, William  

and Samuel were received into membership. 

 

At Goose Creek Mo. Meeting held 12-3-1829.  

Samuel and Mary Hoge request a certificate for themselves  

and their ten minor children, Susan, Washington, Samuel, Sol-  

omon, Elisha and Thomas Elwood and Joseph Philo and Ben-  

jamin Mead to Plainfield Monthly Meeting, Belmont County,  

Ohio. Daniel Janney and John Smith were appointed to pre-  

pare it.  

At Goose Creek Mo. Meeting held 1-1-1829.  

The Committee produced a certificate for Samuel Hoge and  

wife Mary and ten children, which was signed. 

 

At Goose Creek Mo. Meeting held 10-13-1831.  

Joseph Mead having some time since removed to and settled  

within the limits of Stillwater Monthly Meeting of Friends,  

Ohio, John Smith and Thomas Nichols were appointed to make  

the necessary enquiry and produce one to the next meeting. 
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At Goose Creek Mo. Meeting held 11-17-1831.  

The Friends directed to prepare a certificate for Joshua  

Mead produced one which was approved. 

 

At Goose Creek Mo. Meeting held 5-14-1840.  

Aquilla Mead requests to become a member of our Society.  

Daniel Janney and Yardley Taylor are appointed to take an  

opportunity with him. 

At Goose Creek Mo. Meeting held 6-11-1840.  

The Committee in Aquilla Mead request they had an opportu-  

nity with him and are quite satisfied of his sincerity and  

the meeting therefor receives him into membership. 

 

At Goose Creek Mo. Meeting held 1-14-1844.  

The Overseers inform that Aquilla Mead requests that his  

three minor children, to-wit, Thomas, Jonathan and Joseph may  

be received into membership. David Smith and Danie1 Janney  

are appointed to visit them. 

 

At Goose Creek Mo. Meeting held 3-l1-1841.  

The committee in Aquilla Mead's children report they think  

it best to receive them into membership they are accordingly  

received.  

At Goose Creek Mo. Meeting held 9th Mo. 15th, 1842.  

Our friend Aquilla Mead expressed a willingness to accompany  

Samuel M. Janney on his proposed visit to Baltimore and Fair-  

fax Quarterly Meetings. This meeting united with, he being a  

member in unity with us. 
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The search in Fairfax Monthly Meeting commences with 1745  

the date of establishing this meeting ends with 1845. 

 

Goose Creek Monthly commences at establishing of Meeting  

1786 and end 1846. 

The last entry of Benjamin Mead's name, was 12-29-1806.  

He was a prominent member. His name appearing frequently. 

He probably dies about this date.  

I have a directory of names and addresses of all the mem-  

bers of Baltimore Yearly Meeting of Friends which includes  

Fairfax, Goose Creek and Alexandria Monthly Meetings. The  

name of Mead does not appear in this directory.  

*************************** 

Extracts from minutes of South River Monthly Meeting, Bed-  

ford Co., Virginia, concerning William Mead.  

5-16-1772. William Mead Jr. produced a certificate from 

Fairfax Monthly Meeting, Virginia, which is directed to be  

recorded.  

3-18-1775. William Mead appointed on a committee of inquiry  

by above meeting.  

8-16-1777. William Mead appointed with four others to at-  

tend Quarterly Meeting.  

1-17-1778. William Mead appointed on a committee to treat  

with a member for gameing.  

5-2-1778. William Mead appointed with three others to at-  

tend Quarterly Meeting. 
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12-19-1778. William Mead appointed on a committee to  

have care of those negroes who had been manumitted4 within  

the limits of their Meeting, also on a committee to treat  

with a member for disorderly practices.  

1-19-1780. A complaint against William Mead from Loudon  

Co., pertaining to his character was laid against him, and  

a committee of investigation appointed.  

12-16-1780. Committee continued. 

1-20-1781. William Mead requests that Friends would wait  

with him until he can have an opportunity to clear himself  

of the matter laid to his charge. It is therefor deferred  

to the next meeting.  

2-17-1781. The business respecting William Mead deferred  

to next meeting.  

3-17-1781. The matter respecting William Mead: as there  

is no account from him is again deferred.  

4-21-1781. The matter respecting William Mead is referred. 

5-12-1781. Business of William Mead referred.  

6-16-1781. William Mead appearing at this meeting offered  

a instrument of writing for the clearing himself of the charge a-  

gainst him. A committee is appointed to examine same, which  

reported unfavorably.  

7-Mo. 178l. Business of William Mead referred. 

8-18-1781. William Mead not appearing at this meeting his  

business deferred.  

9-15-1781. William Mead still failing to clear himself of  

the charge laid against him, a committee is appointed to  

prepare a testification against him by next meeting.  

                                                           
4 release from slavery 
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10-20-1781. Testification presented and approved, but  

publication thereof referred.  

11-17-1781. Committee directed to publish testification. 

12-15-1781. Committee not having complied are requested 

to still defer.  

1-19-1782. Publication again deferred. 

2-16-1782. The clerk is directed to publish the testi-  

fication and give him a copy.  

3-16-1782. The clerk reports he has published the tes-  

tification against William Mead. 

 

                    EXHIBIT "D." 

  

My dear Friends:-  

               To convince you that our correspondence is  

not entirely at an end, I avail myself of Mr. McGrue's visit  

to your city to answer yours received by mamma. You say that  

it is two years since you have heard from me; it is not that  

length of time since I wrote and it was waiting for an an-  

swer to my last (which I suppose you never received) that pre-  

vented my writing before this. 

I was pleased to hear of Mary's success in her school, I  

commend her for having engaged in the pursuit of further ac-  

quirements, she will find the French language a very pleasing  

study and drawing I always found a delightful employment. The  

girls appear pleased with this place: they have formed many  

acquaintances and have participated in such pleasures as the  

summer afforded and are now looking forward to the festivi-  

of winter, 
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whether it will be gay as usual I cannot say: there has  

been a great revival of religion lately in this place.  

Mamma has been ill for the last two weeks: she was taking  

care of me, and by the time that I recovered she was taken  

ill. Elizabeth has had something of a seasoning. The lime-  

stone water has been one cause of indisposition among them.  

Mamma has been kept pretty busy between the three houses,  

Aunt Mack's, Sister Charlotte's and mine.  

Sister Charlotte has had twins: the daughter was not living:  

the son Col. Andrew Mack is eight or nine weeks old, a thriv-  

ing youth of five pounds weight. Her health for several  

months previous was very bad.  

Among a number of strangers who arrived here this summer  

from Natchez, was a General Cowles Meade and family, con-  

sisting of his lady, three children and two servants. He  

heard of the girls and called on them: as soon as he saw  

Elizabeth he was struck with her resemblance to her father,  

and without waiting for an introduction exclaimed "the  

daughter of my nephew John." They all appeared highly  

pleased with their newly found connections. General Meade  

spent as much of his time with us as the indisposition of  

his lady would admit of, and strove to cultivate a friend-  

ship between our girls and his children. Mrs. Meade died,  

the girls wore slight mourning. Mamma and myself wore  

black and white (avoiding colors) to the funeral, and contin-  

ued this complimentary dress during the remainder of their  

stay, which was three weeks. The last afternoon was spent 
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at my house, in a family party, the young people exchanged  

keepsakes, and the next morning Elizabeth accompanied them  

a short distance on their way. The girls received handsome  

presents from their Great uncle. You may have heard Cowles  

Meade spoken or in our family, he is our Mr. John Meade's  

uncle, consequently only great uncle to E & A. His brother  

Col. Marston Meade resides nine miles from Lexington which  

is only about eighty miles from this place. His residence  

is described as being the most elegant that the imagination  

can conceive of, not only by the numerous crowds of visitors  

who frequent it, but by the public prints.  

(N.B. In a note on the margin it says "Mistake" just over  

the words "nine miles etc." in the above. Also "David Meade's  

home I Chaumere.'")  

When I commenced writing I thought I should not have found  

matter sufficient for a letter, and I think it must read  

very stiff and formal indeed I am getting quite out of the  

way of letter writing. I am afraid you will get quite out  

of patience before you get through and yet I do not know  

how to leave you.  

As Mr. McGrue wil1 be the bearer of this you will have an  

opportunity of seeing him, and I know you will like him for  

he is as good as he is homely. I can assure you that your  

not seeing him before was the effect of accidental cir-  

cumstances.  

I should write something about my boy, but time fails,  

and I refer you to Mr. McGrue.  

Please present my affectionate remember me to Mamma Sagar  

and respects to Mr. Ballon, kiss the children for me, and 
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accept each one for yourself with sincere affection and 

good wishes of 

              Your friend 

                    Amelia McGrue. 

 

Cincinnati, Sept. 9th, 1828. 

 

Endorsed. 

If Mr. McGrue does not hand you this it will be from want of 

time. 

Mrs. Ann Sagar, 

    Corner of Beach & Greenwich Streets, 

                New York. 

 

Politeness of 

     Mr. McGrue. 
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                       E X H I BIT "F." 

 

IN THE NAME OF GOD. - AMEN. - I, William Mead, of Cupboard,  

in the county of Richmond and State of Georgia, being  

weak of body but of perfect mind and memory, bless God for  

his mercy, do make this my last will and, testiment in man-  

ner and form following, that is to say.  

1st. I give and bequeth to my son Nicholas Mead, one guinea,  

and no more in addition to what he has already had of my  

estate.  

2nd. As it is my wife's desire to give my daughter Elizabeth  

Gorgon, ten or fifteen guineas and a mourning ring, I do  

therefore give and bequeath to her the said Elizabeth the  

said sum of ten or fifteen guineas and a mourning ring at  

the discretion of my executors. 

 

3rd. I give, devise and bequeath to my son Mallon Mead  

and Stith Mead and their heirs forever all my lands in 

                             and remaining in the hands of Robert Mead, Charles Talbot,  

the State of Virginia undisposed of ^ and John Calloway to 

 

be equally divided between them, but subject to be dis-  

posed of by Stith Mead for the respective benefit of  

each of them.  

I give devise and bequeath to my daughter Martha Mc-  

Millan wife of Alexander-McMillan, and her heirs forever,  

the tract or parcel of land wherein she lives containing  

five acres, and the negro slaves Esthern, Nell, Doll, Bob,  

Harry, Phil, John, Matilda, Clary, Dicey and Edmund child-  

ren of said Cate, and also Dicey, and my bay horse Douglas, 
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and three cows with their two calves, and also Sally the  

daughter of Esther, and Davy son of Nell, to have and to  

hold the said negroes, horse and cows, and land unto the  

said Martha McMillan and her heirs forever so that neither  

the said Alexander McMillan nor any future husband which  

she shall or may have, shall have or exercise any right,  

title or authority in or over the said property, nor shall  

any part thereof be liable or subject to the payment of his  

debts, or the debts of any future husband, but the same  

shall be and remain to the sole and separate use and benefit  

of the said Martha McMillan and her heirs forever. 

 

I give and bequeath to my daughter Priscilla Sims and her  

heirs forever, the following negro slaves, to wit: Aggy,  

Anaky, Rachel, Charles, Pannier and Ned and Betty with  

their increase, to have and to hold unto the said Priscilla  

Sims and her heirs forever, so that her present husband  

Benjamin Sims or any future husband which she may have  

shall not have or exercise any right, title or authority  

in or over the said negroes, nor shall they or either of  

them be subject or liable to the payment of his debts or  

the debts of any future husband but the same shall be and  

remain to and for the sole and separate use of the said  

Priscllia Sims and her heirs forever.  

 

I give devise and bequeath to my son Cowles Mead all the lands  

for which I have already executed a deed to him, and also  

the negro slaves Isham and Ted, to have and to hold to  

him and his heirs forever. 
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I give devise and bequeath to my son Cowles Mead all the  

lands for which I have already executed a deed to him, and  

also the negro slaves Isham and Ted, to have and to hold  

to him and his heirs forever. 

I give devise and bequeath to my son Marston Mead and his  

heirs forever all the lands for which I have executed a  

deed to him, and also the negro slaves Soloman and Manual. 

 

I give devise and bequeath to my daughter Catherine Jones  

and her heirs forever all the tract of land containing three  

hundred and sixty-nine acres more or less, bounded by Bugg  

and Glasscock for which a deed has been already executed,  

and also the negro slaves, Hannah, Nan, Milly, Jude, Tom, Reuben,  

Lewis and Andrew and their increase to have and to hold the  

land and negroes aforesaid to the said Catherine Jones and  

her heirs forever, so that her present husband Thomas Jones  

nor any future husband which she may have shall not have or  

exercise any right, title or authority in or over the said  

land or negroes but the same shall be and remain to and for  

             and separate 

the sole ^ use of the said Catherine Jones and her heirs forever.  

 

I give, devise and bequeath to my son William Mead and his  

heirs forever all the remaining part of the Cupboard tract  

of land yet undisposed of, or not before given to my sons Cowles  

and Marston, and also the negro slaves Will and Robin to-  

gether with all my household furniture. 

 

I give devise and bequeath to my son Stith Mead in trust 
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for the use of William Hefferson McMillan and his heirs Sixty  

four acres of land on the head waters of Cupboard Creek  

bounded by Bugg and Lamar, and for which, I have executed  

a deed.  

And lastly I do hereby constitute and appoint my son Stith  

Mead executor of this my last will and testament, hereby re-  

voking all former wills by me made.  

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and seal  

this nineteenth day of February one thousand eight hundred  

and five.  

                              W. Mead               (L. S.)  

Signed, sealed, published and declared by the above named  

William Mead to be his last will and testament in the  

presence of us.  

James Younger, J. Hamill, John D'Antignec, J.P.  

  

At a Court of Ordinary held in and for the County of  

Richmond on the 6th day of January 1806, The within last  

will and testament of Col. William Mead, late of the said  

County, deceased, was presented in Court, and John  

D'Antignac, Esquire, one of the witnesses thereto subscribed  

being duly sworn made oath that he was personally present  

and did see the said testator sign and seal and heard him  

publish, pronounce and declare the same to be and contain  

his last will and testament: that he was of sound, dis-  

posing mind and memory according to the best of his knowl-  

edge and belief and that he together with John Hamill, Esquire and  

James Younger, subscribed their names as witnesses to the 
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same, at the request, and in the presence of the said  

testator and in the presence or each other. Whereupon it  

was ordered to be recorded.  

               Test: Geo. Watkins, Clk.  

Recorded in book or Wills A. folios 31, 32, and 33, Court  

of Ordinary, Richmond County, Georgia. 

  

State of Georgia, Richmond County.  

I, Alexander R. Walton, Ordinary and Probate Judge in and  

for the County and State aforesaid, and as such ex-officio  

Clerk of my own Court, which is a Court or Record, having  

a Seal, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and  

correct copy or the last Will and Testament of William Mead  

late of said County deceased, as taken from the Records or  

said Court of Ordinary.  

I further certify, that all my acts as such Clerk, and this  

attestation are in due form, and by the proper officer: that  

I am the Judge of the Court, duly commissioned and qualified  

and that full faith and credit should be given to all my acts  

as such Judge and Clerk.  

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my official signature  

and the Seal of said Court of  Ordinary, this 17th day  of  

October 1893.        

(N.B. Should not this be 39?)                        Alexander R. Walton 

 

                      Judge and Ex-officio Clerk, 

(SEAL)                       Court of Ordinary, R.C. 
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                    EXHIBIT "G" 

                           Augusta, August 24th, 1857.  

Mrs. Anna Burnham,  

Berlin, Mo.  

Dear Cousin:-  

           Your very kind and affectionate letter of the  

3rd inst. in answer to mine of 27th May has come safe to  

hand and its interesting contents duly noticed. I am proud  

of your correspondence there begun and hope it may continue.  

You speak of having passed through our City, some 12 months  

since. Oh, could I have known you were in our City, the treat  

would not only have been a pleasurable one to myself, but  

you would have been made to enjoy a sojourn among many warm  

hearted friends and relations who now reside here and Father  

in Atlanta how he would have enjoyed a stay with him: what a  

pity we were not known, why did you not enquire for some of  

us: did you not suppose one of us still lived in sight of the  

old mansion and the once habitation of our venerable fore-  

fathers: and in sight of the mound of earth that now envel-  

opes his remains: and sermons preached from the very same  

pulpit whereon your venerable father once stood and preached?  

Many of us do live here still, and would be happy to see  

you should you ever again pass our way. There is still  

living in this City a venerable gentleman who was once a  

playmate of your Father's and who professed religion under  

your Father's preaching, he reveres the name, he has named  

two of his children Stith in token of respect for Uncle 
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Stith Mead, one Martha Stith, the other Stith Mead. I have  

in possession a communication from one Stith Mead Shep-  

herd, Richmond, Va. in reply to a letter of inquiry to the  

Hon. R. E. Mead of that place which is somewhat amusing and  

shows the high position of Uncle Stith as a minister and a  

man of moral worth. He says there used to come to his Mo-  

thers, a methodist minister by the name of Stith Mead who  

was a great favorite of his Mother's among the ministers.  

He was born about the time said Stith Mead had charge of  

the Church, to which his mother belonged and actually  

preached at the Church, which was in full view from his  

Mother's residence, at the very hour he was born. He was  

named for the Preacher, whom his Mother was so much at-  

tached to. Many of the relations have seemed well disposed  

to correspond with me, and supply me with any and all such  

information as I have desired; while many do not pay any  

attention to my repeated request to even as much as respond  

an answer. I have written to Samuel Mead of Alabama, Uncle  

Nicholas' son, to give me some information. He does not  

think my letters worth replying to. Again have written to  

Trooper Armstrong Mead - Marston Mead's son for information.  

He wrote me he could not understand for what reason I de-  

sired the information. While others have taken a great in-  

terest in the matter and has furnished me with much inter-  

esting matter and facts at the same requesting copies of  

my Tree when I got it complete. I have commenced it and am  

determined to make it complete and perfect. I have nearly 
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completed it already and as far as I have it completed  

have copied and sent to some who are like myself anxiously  

working at it. I send you herewith a copy of my index to  

the tree, at least what I call an index. You can perceive  

it is not complete in many respects. I will have a complete  

one when I complete my tree for the purpose of pointing out  

dates, residences and such other matter as can not be put on  

the tree. The copy herewith sent will enable you in some  

measure to understand how I am progressing and how much I  

want to know, also you can see from it who we are and where  

we live, yet it is very imperfect. I would send a copy of the  

tree on oil cloth but it is quite a tedious task to copy it,  

more especially the names for all are printed with a pen, and  

as it is not complete will defer doing so until it is more  

fully completed, then you can have it framed and hanging in  

your drawing room to gaze upon at pleasure.  

I have had some very interesting letters from Cousin Mary R.  

Taylor, Cousin James O. Williams writes me very interesting  

letters. It would amuse you to see some of his letters upon  

domestic felicity. He has a little daughter Mary Alice, I be-  

lieve he adopted the name from my suggestion, the combination  

is beautiful in meaning. Cousin Mary Gay's youngest daughter  

Mary writes me often, they live at Cameron, Ills.  

Stith Mead Sullivan writes me from Dayton, Ohio, Cousin Mary  

G. Moffett Cowles Mead's oldest daughter has written to me  

interesting letters from Brownsville, Hinds Co. Miss. Marston  

Mead's family has scattered so much I can not get any in- 
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formation from any of them. He had some children living in  

Alabama but I cannot find out much about them as they seem  

to care nothing about answering any letters of mine. Mahlon  

Mead married and had 4 children so I have been informed, they  

lived in Tennessee, Mahlon died suddenly. Elizabeth Mead's  

descendants all live about Savannah. Martha Mead and Pris-  

cilla Mead's children live about Augusta. My father and my  

aunt are all that are living of my Grandfather John Mead. 

 

You have mentioned one Reuben Mead and a Benjamin Mead whom  

you say report themselves to be relatives. Will you find out  

who they are? Who are their parents? Their children &. Please  

find out all about them and let me hear. You say about Morris-  

town Mo. is that their P.O. Can you any way induce them to  

correspond with me giving me all the particulars of their fam-  

ilies, &c,  

You ask can I make a visit to the far distant borders of the  

west and see you. I might do so and contemplate to have done  

so this present summer, nay, I even wrote some of our rela-  

tions they might expect me, for it has been my desire some  

time since to look out a future home in the wilds of the West,  

but my intentions of visiting the West the present summer has  

been frustrated by the unexpected illness of my wife and  

youngest daughter whom were for some time at Death's very door;  

I am happy in saying are now convalescent and fast recovering,  

yet their health is such as to require much of my time in the  

Country with them, and I do assure you nothing could give me  

greater pleasure than spending a short time with you and family 
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particularly your excellent Mother whose history I have  

of late learned so much. I am well acquainted with two  

brothers residing in Alabama near my wife's Mother's by  

the name of Dr. Boulin A. Blakey and Reuben Blakey, both  

Virginians men of high standing and great respectability,  

in fact no man anywhere stands higher than Dr. Boulin A.  

Blakey both for wealth and moral character. They have in-  

formed me that they were related to your mother. 

 

In your next please write fully and freely and present  

something of your County. What can a man do in your county?  

Send me papers published nearest you, and when you have  

closed your letter please request your mother to write her  

name below yours, I want her autograph. Present my respects  

to her and to your companion. My children have kissed me  

for you, that in closing this their affections and esteem  

may thue be transmitted to you. May the God of Mercies,  

bless and preserve you and yours. 

                 Your relation affectionately,  

                         John H. Mead. 
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                       EXHIBIT "H" 

 

Co1. William Mead, (son of John Mead and Mary Abrill, his wife)  

born 10th Oct. 1727.  

Married, Sunday          1750, 1st wife Ann Haile, (daughter of 

Nicholas and Ruth Haile) born December 29,1732.  

1. Nicholas, born 16th Feb. 1752--Married Mrs. Mary Bates,  

Widow of William Bates & daughter of Jones.  

2. John, born 20th Nov, 1755, married 1775 Elizabeth Crump,  

daughter of William Crump of Virginia.  

3. Mahlon, born 26th March 1757, married Elizabeth Yokely  

of Tennessee.  

4. Samuel, born 23rd Dec. 1761, never married, died of  

fever at his brother's Nicholas Mead's in Va.  

5. Elizabeth, born 30th July 1764. Married Ambrose Gordon.  

6. Stith, born 25th Sept. 1767. Married Prudence Watkins  

Blakely, daughter of Reuben & Mary Blakely of Henrico Co., Va.  

Wednesday 7th Oct. 1807. Bridal tour to Augusta in white  

satin suit.  

7. Infant died & Mother in confinement 1769, at Royal Forest  

Place, Bedford Co., Va.  

                           ***** 

Col. William Mead, Married second wife, Mrs. Martha Stith  

(born November 2, 1749) widow of William Stith and daughter  

of Col. Cowles of Charles City Co., Va. on Chickahominy River,  

at Cowles Ferry.  

1. Martha, born 1st April 1773, Married Alex. McMillan.  

2. Priscilla, born 7th Jan. 1775, Married Benjamin Sims, 
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Bro' to William Gilmore Sims, the Poet and Author.  

3. Cowles, born 18th Oct. 1776, Married Mary Green, Mary  

Mills, Mary Magruder of Mississippi.  

4. Marston, born 22nd Jan. 1779, Married Sarah Whitehead  

Woolfolk Cobb, Sunday 22nd June 1806. Augusta Ga.  

5. Catherine, born 20th Oct. 1780, Married Thomas Jones.  

6. William C,. born 5th Dec. 1782, never married, died in  

Texas, about the year 1850.  

                         ***** 

Col. William Mead, lived at Royal Forest Place, Bedford Co.,  

Va., at a Village called New London (near Bedford Springs)  

about 12 miles from Lynchburg on the Bedford-Campbell County  

Line, until the year 1785, was deputy Surveyor to Richard  

Stith, he was a justice of the peace, impartial and firm, a  

Vestry-man, true to his Parish, assiduous in his duty, a  

military man of Courage and Conduct, a man fair in accounts  

and in the Government of himself, scarcely an equal, had 8  

sons seven of whom shared in the Revolution, and late War  

(1812) Nicholas, John, Mahlon & Samuel, the four oldest in  

the Revolution. The three youngest, Cowles, Marston and  

William C. in the late War (1812) Cowles and Marston were  

educated to the law. Cowles Mead ranked Brigadier General.  

Marston, Colonel of his County, William C., from behind the  

Counter, has prostituted a fine mind and good constitution  

by the inebriating fluid. When Aaron Burr was suspected in  

the exterior of the West with a treasonable design, against  

the peace, security and tranquility of the Country, he was 
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arrested and conducted under a strong guard to Richmond,  

the Metropolis of Va., for trial, Cowles Mead, being Sec-  

retary to the Governor of Mississippi Territory, by an  

appointment from Congress to that Office, was active in  

having Mr. Burr taken and brought to trial. This so exas-  

perated Mr. Burr's Coadjutors, that one of, them challenged  

Col. Cowles Mead to fight him a duel, his office at the  

time prevented his accepting of the challenge, but after-  

wards the duel was fought and Cowles Mead received a wound  

in the thick part of the thigh.  

Col. William Mead's war service was under George Washington,  

about the time of Braddock against the French and Indians  

and was attached to Byrd's Campaign, so he was among the  

first settlers and warriors on that part of Columbias'  

peaceful Shore. Col. William Mead was possessed of a vast,  

amount of property consisting of about 40,000 acres of land  

and 60 slaves. His orchard Royal Forest Place consisted  

of about 80 acres and yielded per annum one thousand gallons  

brandy5, having to wind up so large an estate, to change his  

situation in life, from Virginia to Georgia, and confiding  

in agents to manage for him evidently subjected him to great  

loss, nevertheless he died in possession of a valuable es-  

tate of property in Georgia. In land 1400 acres on Cupboard  

Creek (on which he built two grist mills and one saw mill) in  

one mile of Augusta and about 30 slaves, which he divided  

by will, executed 19th February 1805, to his children by his  

second marriage having provided for his first children out  

of his estate in Virginia. He was of the society of friends  

                                                           
5 Peach brandy 
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called Quakers. 

The following abstract of a letter to his son Stith Mead:  

                             Augusta, Georgia, April 20,  

                                              A.D. 1803.  

My Son:  

With pleasure I received your friend's letter and  

also those good books, you have presented me with, those  

together with a little book set forth by a person whose  

exercises from her youth, has been so much like mine, that  

it gives me pleasure to find, that she (Elizabeth Webb) by  

name, had the same call to serve our Lord and Savior, and  

at the same age, For God was pleased at the age of twelve  

years to give me a fearful idea of woes denounced in both  

the old and in the New Testament, for being brought up in  

the way of the Quakers, I thought there was none to be saved  

but them, which gave me as it did her &c. 

 

The letter concludes with an account of himself and his  

family. In mentioning his first wife, Ann Haile, whom he de-  

scribes as being a most amiable Lady says Matthew Talbot  

and I married sisters. (Some other letters in John H. Mead's  

possession written by Col. William Mead refer to his brother  

Robert.  

                         ***** 

April 8th, 1802. Deed of trust from William Mead to Martha  

and Alexander McMillen for eight slaves.  

                        (Signed) Mead. 
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Jan 5th, 1805. Deed of gift from William Mead to Stith  

Mead Trustee of William J. McMillan, for 70 acres of land,  

a part of the Cupboard place, records in Clerks Office, Rich-  

mond county, Ga., by John H. Mann, Clerk.  

                      ***** 

Feb.19, 1805. Last Will and Testament of William Mead, Stith  

Mead Executor, witnessed and attested by James Younger, James  

Hammill and John De Antignac, J. P., recorded by George Wat-  

kins, Clerk. Richmond Co., Ga. Wllliam Mead bequeathed all his  

property to Martha McMillan and her children, his household  

furniture and two negroes to William C. Mead, his youngest  

child, a marriage ring to Priscilla Sims, a guinea to Cowles  

Marston &c.  

     (See copy of Will.)  

                     ***** 

June 5th, 1805. Deed of gift from William Mead to Martha and  

Alexander McMillan in trust for their children to nine slaves.  

(Signed) Mead.  

                    ***** 

Martha Stith, was a gay young widow was the daughter of Col.  

Cowles of Charles City Co. Va., on the Chickahomine River at  

Cowles Ferry. She bore one child by her first husband Will-  

lam Stith which was a daughter. She also bore six children  

by her last husband, Col. William Mead, three sons and three  

daughters. She died at the Cupboard place near Augusta, Ga.,  

Monday 16th, April l804, and was buried in Col. William Mead's 
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burying ground, since St. Paul's Churchyard, Augusta, Ga.,  

where many of the family have since been buried.  

Col. William Mead died at the same place, Monday 3Oth, Dec.  

1805 and was buried beside his wife Martha Stith, in his  

burying ground, since St. Paul's Churchyard, Augusta, Ga.  

The vestry of St. Pau1's Church, since has erected a brick  

Church building over the graves and has never had any deed  

of conveyance or titles to the tract of land on which now  

stands the Church building. The same still belongs to and  

is the property of the estate of Col. William Mead.  

                       ***** 

The war with the French and Indians in which Col. William 

Mead was engaged, occurred about the year 1755. Col. Will-  

iam Mead resigned January 6th, 1772 in presence of eight  

Captains, viz., Captains Francis Calloway, John F. Bostwick,  

Isham Talbot, Charles Talbot, Robert Irwin, Francis Thorpe,  

William Trigg and Joseph Renfroe.  

                       ***** 

Cowles Mead 3rd, of Col. William Mead and Martha Stith, was  

born 18th October 1776 in Bedford Co., Va. In 1805 was  

chosen member to Congress to the U.S. from Richmond Co. Ga.  

and the same year was appointed by Congress, Secretary to  

the Governor of Mississippi Territory. Was educated to the  

profession of Law, and while he resided in Georgia, was a  

popular and successful practitioner. He was the Law partner  

of Col. Freeman Walker, the father of the celebrated Gen. 
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William Henry T. Walker of Mexican noteriety. Married his  

first wife, a Miss Mary Greene, Thursday, April 2nd,1807.  

(P.S. A note on margin says: "The most beautiful street in  

Augusta and in the South, is Greene in honor of the Greene  

family.)  

                 Their children are, 

1 Mary Cowles, born 22nd, May 1815 and married N. W. Moffett  

Tuesday, July 24th, 1832. (Balton, Miss.)  

2 Cowles Green, Born 28th, Nov.1818, and married Sallie Wool-  

folk, Dec. 1846. He died October 25th, 1849. His wife  

Sallie F. Woolfolk died December 1864.  

3 Ann Eliza, born 28th, June 1821, and died Sept. 2nd, 1824,  

aged three years, two months and four days.  

4 Thomas Lafayette, born 20th, Dec. 1824 and died Sept. 12th,  

1827, aged three years two months and twenty-two days. 

5 Martha Ann, born 14th, Oct. 1826, and married Samuel Fisher,  

October 14,1840.  

Samuel Fisher died 14th, March 1842. She married 2nd hus-  

band Dormot J. Breman, 27th, August 1844. He died in 1850 in  

New Orleans. She married third husband Baslmeal Van Horn,  

in Missouri. She died in 1864 in Columbia, Mo.  

Mary Green, born Jan. 24th, 179l married Col. Cowles Mead, Thurs-  

day, April 2nd, 1807 and died near Cincinnati, O. June 29th 1828.  

Col. Cowles Mead married 2nd wife, Mrs. Mary Mills, March28th,  

1833. She died October 27,1834. Col. Cowles Mead married 3rd  

wife, Mrs. Mary Magruder, Sept. l7th, 1835 who is still living  

at Clinton, Hinds Co., Miss., a most excellent Christian lady. (dead) 
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Co1 Cowles Mead died at Clinton, Hinds Co., Miss., of disease  

of the heart, May 17th 1844. Mary Cowles Mead 1st of Col.  

Cowles Mead and Mary Green, was born in Clinton, Hinds Co.,  

Miss., May 22nd, 1815, and married N.W. Moffett, Tuesday July  

24th,1832.  

                  Their children are, 

1 Mary L., born 5th August 1833.  

2 Cowles Mead, born 11th, August 1835, and died July 16th,  

1853, age 18 years.  

3 U.W. born 17th April 1836, died July 9th 1864 from wounds in  

battle.  

4 Thomas Gale, born 2nd, Oct. 1840 and died July 2nd, 1862 on  

battlefield at Malvern Hill.  

5 Craven Peyton, born 14th Jan. 1843 and died July 25th,  

1862 in Richmond Va., from wounds at battle of Malvern-Hill,  

(both of the 18th Miss., and lie buried in Greenwood Cemetery,  

Richmond, Va.)  

6 John, born 15th, July 1845 and died Sept. 29th, 1851. Aged  

6 years.  

7 Ellen Green, born 31st Oct.1847 and married Calvert Johns,  

Nov. 14th, 1865. Has three sons.  

8 James C., born 14th Feb. 1851.  

9 Henry P., born 13th, August 1853.  

10 Robert Lee, born 12th, March 1856.  

The family all reside at Balton, Hinds Co., Mississippi. 
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Cowles Green Mead (2nd child of Cowles Mead and Mary Green)  

was born November 2nd, l818 at Clinton, Hinds Co., Miss., and  

married Sallie Woolfolk, Dec.   l846, and had:-  

1 Ada, born 6th Feb. 1848 and married Daniel Saffarrans in  

1867.  

2 Emma, born    1849 and died six months thereafter.  

  Daniel Saffarrans was born 1843.  

Cowles Green Mead died 25th Oct., 1849.  

Sallie Woolfolk Mead died Dec. l864.  

Martha Ann Mead, (5th and youngest child of Col. Cowles  

Mead and Mary Green) was born l4th, October l826 at Clinton,  

Hinds Co., Miss., and married 1st husband Samuel Fisher, 14th  

October 1840, near Clinton, Miss.  

                        Their children are, 

1. Mary Lemuel, born 13th, Aug. l842, and married Dr. Thomas Z.  

White in l860, resides at Millersburg, Calloway Co. Mo. 

 

Samuel Fisher died 14th, March 1842, Martha Ann, his widow,  

then married Dermot J. Brennan 27th, August 1884. He died in  

New Orleans in 1850.  

           Children by this marriage are, 

1 Dermot J. Brennan, born 29th, March 1848, single and resides  

at Columbia, Boone Co., Mo.  

After the death of Dermot J. Brennan, she then married Basl-  

meal Van Horn in Columbia, Mo.  

Martha Ann died in Columbia, Boone Co., Mo.in 1864. 
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Joseph Hays Mead 7th and youngest of John Mead and  

Elizabeth Crump born 29th, October 1795 in Augusta, Ga. was  

educated at Augusta and married,  

Sarah Howard eldest of Capt. John Howard and Laura Green,  

born Wednesday 24th, October 1804 in Jefferson Co., Tenn.  

Joseph H. Mead and Sarah Howard married Wednesday, 20th, Dec.  

1820 in Cahawba, Dallas Co., Ala.  

                   Their children are, 

1 John Howard, born Sunday 2lst, Sept. 1821 at "Mead's  

Store" near Blountsville, Ala.  

2 Melinda Eliza, born Tuesday 4th March l823 Pine Jackson,  

Clark Co. Ala. 

3 Robert Augustas, born Monday 5th Dec. 1825 Pine Jackson,  

Clark Co., Ala.  

4 Elizabeth Mentona, born Monday 17th Dec.1827 near Port-  

land, Dallas Co., Ala.  

5 Amelia Ann, born Tuesday 16th Feb. 1830 near Portland  

Dallas Co., Ala.  

6 Laura Geeen, born Thursday Aug. 2nd, 1832, near Portland,  

Dallas Co., Ala.  

7 William Thomas, born Wednesday 31st Aug. 1836, near  

Portland, Dallas Co., Ala 

8 Lemuel Stith, born Saturday 20th April 1839 near Portland, Dallas 

Co., Ala. 

9 Sarah Eugenia, born Saturday 4th Dec. 184l in Tuskegee, 

Macon Co., Ala. 

10 James Howard, born Tuesday 6th Feb. 1844 in Tuskegee, Macon Co.,  

Ala. 
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Joseph Hays died in Atlanta, Ga., Friday May 23rd,1862.  

Sarah Mead resides at Melville, Chattooga Co., Ga. With her  

son W.T. Mead and near many of her children.  

                       ***** 

1 John H. resides in Savannah, Ga., with 6 children and three  

grandohildren.  

2 Melinda E. married J.F. Hollingsworth in Quittnan, Miss.  

She resides in Atlanta, Ga., a widow, 5 children.  

3 Robert Augusta--married Mary Gilham in Ahrevesport, La.,  

resides at Rome, Ga, has five children.  

4 Elizabeth Mentona--married Francis Marion Gray in Co1-  

umbus, Ga., he died in the war 1864 has two children and three  

grandohildren.  

5 Amelia Ann--married Dr. William C. Moor of Atlanta, Ga.,  

resides there still had two children.  

6 Laura Green--married Fielding Hight Cave Springs, Ga., has  

4 children, 3 sons and one daughter.  

7 William Thomas never married, lives on his place with  

Mother, Melville, Chattooga Co., Ga.  

8 Lemuel Stith never married, resides in Oregon or Alaska  

Territory. (Druggist.)  

9 Sarah Eugenia married William Mosely, resides near Mel-  

ville, Chattooga Co., Ga.  

10 James Howard was killed in battle near Atlanta. 22nd  

July, 1864.  

John Howard Mead 1st. of Joseph H. Mead and Sarah Howard, 
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born Friday 21st Sept., 1821 at "Mead's Store" now Blounts-  

ville Ala.  

Mary Elizabeth Chesson eldest daughter of Uriah Chesson  

and Mary Turner Fengan, born Wednesday 12th Jan. 1825 near  

Plymouth, N.C. 

John H. Mead and Mary Elizabeth Chesson married Sunday 1st June 1844  

at 8 P.M. at Rockford, Coosa Co., Ala.  

                     Their children are, 

1 De Witt Clinton, born Wednesday 6th Jan. 1847, 10 P.M. near  

Tuskegee, Macon Co., Ala.  

2 Sarah Virginia, born Saturday 28th Sept. 1850, near Tuskegee,  

Macon Co., Ala.  

3 Mary Priscilla, born Thursday 22nd July 1852 in Augusta, Ga.  

4 John Cowles, born Thursday 5th Oct. 1854 in Atlanta, Ga.  

5 Ann Hail, born Tuesday 29th Sept. 1857 Augusta, Ga.  

6 William Stith, born Friday 1st Dec. 1859, Augusta, Ga.  

7 George Schley, born Friday 30th Jan. 1863, Augusta, Ga., died  

age 18 months.  

                         ***** 

1 DeWitt Clinton married Fannie Melvina Kemps of Savannah,  

Tuesday August 1st, 187l, at 8 A M, has one son, Henry Clinton  

Mead, born June 1872.  

2 Sarah Virginia married Julian Benjamin Tutt, Augusta, Ga.,  

Nov. 14th, 1865, has one son, Clifford Howard Tutt, born June 1867.  

3 Mary Priscilla, married Charles Benjamin Fairbanks, Savannah,  

Feb. 24th, 1870, has one son, born Monday Dec. 16, 1872 at Savannah. 
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4 John Cowles.            Married. 

5 Ann Hail               Single. 

6 William Smith             " 

                         ***** 

First Cousins—Grandchildren of Col. William Mead now 

living and their addresses. 

Mrs. Mary Gay. Cameron, Warren Co., Ill. 1. Nicholas Mead's 

           none, all dead                2. John Mead. 

           none, all dead                3. Mahlon Mead. 

           none, never married           4. Samuel Mead. 

           none, all dead                5. Elizabeth Gordon. 

Mr. William Stith Mead "Dover Lafayette Co., Mo. 

                                         6. Stith Mead's. 

Mr. Francis Coke Asbury Mead    " "              " "       

 

Mrs. Ann Eliza Burnham          " "              " "       

Mrs. Martha Jones, Augusta, Ga.          7. Martha McMillan's. 

Mrs. Mary Bradford, Athens, Ga.                  " " 

Mrs. Louisa Brook, California.                   " " 

Mrs. Emily Wilde, Paris France.                  " " 

Mrs. Caroline E. Huntington, 105 E. 11 St. N.Y. 

                                         8. Priscilla Sims' 

Mr. Henry Lightfoot Sims, Dalton, Ga.            " " 

 

Mrs. Ann Murray Knoulton, 132 Oxford St. Brooklyn. 

                                                 " " 

Mrs. Mary Montgomery Barton, 331 Clinton St. Brooklyn 

                                                 " " 

Mrs. Mary Cowles Moffett, Bolton Depot, Hines Co. Miss. 

                                         9. Cowles Mead's 

Mrs. Elizabeth F. Herrell, Palestine, 

             (dead)           Anderson Co. Tex. 

                                         10. Marston Mead's. 

Mrs. Jane Mead Sims, Augusta, Ga.        11. Catherin Jones' 

 

          none, never married.           12. William C. Mead's. 

Mrs. Virginia Disa Whorton                                                   Marston Mead’s 

only living child – 70 yrs. of age 

Arkadelphia, Ala. 
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                          Savannah, Ga. April 1873. 

Mrs. Ada Meade Saffarrans,  

         Dear Cousin:-  

                    Your kind and agreeable letter of the  

10th inst. I received. Pardon the apparent neglect for not  

at least acknowledging yours of Jan. 28th which I received  

by due course of mail. The apology I offer, is--first the  

"meningitis" a terrible scourge has infected our city and  

the surrounding country disturbed my health some. The  

whooping cough too, a plague among children, attacked our  

two little grand sons that reside in the city, our solici-  

tude in behalf of them was aroused at the time--they are  

over it now. Again the correspondences concerning the Head  

families over America and Europe has grown to quite cumber-  

some, but by no means unpleasant. New correspondents are  

continually springing up and most of them require immediate  

responses. Then my vocation demands of me unremitting ap-  

plication for since the late war I have been compelled to  

earn a subsistance by constant attention to business.  

I have always been passionately fond of epistolary commu-  

nication, especially with my kin whom have ever held exalted  

position in my memory and affections; I had many photogra-  

phs of myself and family, but our mother's brother's and  

sisters and our nieces and nephews have been so clamorous  

for pictures of us that we have parted with all good ones.  

Effort Was made to copy them, without success and the copies  

were so poor that we rejected them. When our oldest daughter,  

"Mrs. Tutt" pays us her accustomed annual visit this summer  

or fall we contemplate having them retaken and a sufficient 
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number to supply our friends and our kin with the group  

and separately. Many relatives have solicited our pictures.  

The prospect is somewhat retarded in respect to the estates  

in Europe--the lack or authentic information concerning Col.  

William Mead's nativity, residence or his father at the  

time or his death, the period or migration from the other  

side of the Big Pond, all of which are essential to success.  

The Chancery Court of England require it; we are however are  

hopeful yet and will continue our investigations, though we  

fear the devestations consequent of the late war, such as the  

burning of the old mansion at Royal Forest, the burning of  

Richmond, the destruction of Uncle Stith Mead's old residence  

near Lynchburg, the pillage and sacking of Huntsville, Ala.  

(Lemuel Mead's home where many valuable old records and ac-  

counts pertaining to the family had been collected and  

gathered up by him) all the records and accounts pertaining  

to the family from their advent into America and long before  

were thus destroyed by fire or carried away ruthlessly as trophies  

of war to decorate the galleries or add to the libraries of  

an ungenerous and sacreligious foe--we however do not des-  

pair. Rev. J. H. Hobart De Mille of Bridgeport, Conn., descendant  

of one family or Mead's analagous to our own, spelling as we  

do and have the same family names, who has been for several  

years collecting accounts of his ancestors, has been a great  

assistance to me, a learned Historian and highly educated  

gentleman, he had probed the past and unearthed family records  

of different religionist, the History of localities and has 
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kindly placed at my disposal the following from his own  

library for  my  inspection, viz:-         

The History  of West Chester Co., N.Y. by Bolton.     2 Vols.  

 "     "    "  Greenwich, Conn.        " Mead,       1  "  

 "     "    "  Lexington, Mo.          " Hudson,     1  "    

 "     "    "  Stanford, Conn.        by Huntington, 1  "   

also the Roll of Membership of the Congregational Society  

of Greenwich. He has tracked his family as far back to one  

Gabriel Mead born about the year 1587 and John Mead (a  

brother born about the year 1593, the descendants of whom  

occupy New York City and the Northern and Eastern states.  

Gabriel Mead's family crossed the "Big Branch" in the year  

1638 and settled at Dorchester and Lexington, Mo. John Mead  

and his family consisting of himself, wife and two sons  

Joseph and John came over the "Big Pond" in 1639 and settled  

first at Hempstead, Long Island, afterwards in 1642 removed to  

Connecticut and settled at "Horse Neck" and there founded.  

the present beautiful and thriving village of Greenwich in  

Fairfield Co., Conn., and have it name in commeration of their  

native home "Greenwich, Kent Co., England." Mr. De Mille is  

from Joseph Mead some of the descendants of whom now reside  

in Augusta, Ga. There is another family of Mead's who spell  

their name M-E-A-D-E: of which Bishop Mead of Va. is a de-  

scendant and are of Irish origin, Andrew Mead, the head came  

from Ireland, of him his descendants know but little, there  

is however an account of his birth in or about the year 1680 
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in the County of Henry, Ireland. His parents were Roman  

Catholics and were attached to the House of Stewarts. An-  

drew Mead was educated in France or Ireland, he passed  

sometime on the Continent and was absent from Ireland when  

the confiscations took place after the revolution in 1688,  

revisiting his native country about the year 1700, he came  

over to New York, when he married "Mary Latham" of a Quaker  

family, after which he removed to Va., and purchased South  

Quay on the Black Water River in the County of Nansemond,  

there he established a store, but in a few years he removed  

with his family to the head navagation of the South branch  

of the Nansemond River, where he permanently settled. He  

soon acquired a competent fortune, he held several offices  

civil and military, he lived respected and esteemed for his  

virtues and died March 16th 1745 much lamented. His children  

were a son David and a daughter Priscilla who married Wilson  

Curle. David Mead was in New York City in 1710, married June  

2nd 1731 Susannah Evevard, oldest daughter of Sir Richard  

Evevard Baronet of Essex in England and Governor of North  

Carolina. The circumstances of the marriage of David Mead  

and Susannah Evevard were somewhat romantic. It so happened  

that Sir Richard and his family were about to return to  

England and the vessel in which they were to take passage  

was lying in Hampton Roads on Nansemond River. Andrew Mead's  

house being the nearest to the place of embarkation the  

Baronet and his family lodged there.-contrary winds and other  

contingencies detained them several days, during which time 
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David Mead became exceedingly enamoured of Susannah and  

the ardour of his attachment resolved to accompany her to  

England. Andrew Meade distressed at the idea of being sep-  

arated from his only son, by entreties prevailed upon Sir  

Richard to allow the couple to be married at once. Imme-  

diately after the wedding (June 2nd l731) the Baronet and  

the rest of his family sailed for England leaving Susannah  

behind with her enraptured husband.  

The children of this union were five sons and two daughters,  

viz:-  

1 Ann, born Aug.1733 and married Richard Randolph of Cowles  

Henrico Co., Va. in 1750.  

2 Mary, born 9th May 1735 and married George Walker of Eliza-  

beth City, Va., in 1752.  

3 David, born 29th July 1744.  

4 Richard Kedder, born 14th July 1746.  

5 Evevard, born 1st October 1748.  

6 Andrew, born 25th April 1752.  

7 John, born 22nd August 1754. Died a minor. 

 

The following account of another branch of this Irish family  

is as follows:-  

Mr. John Meade, a Lawyer of eminence in the reign of George 1st  

and George 2nd had made a considerable fortune at the Irish  

Bar. He was the son of Dr. John Meade a distinguished physi-  

cian, a Roman Catholic and Elizabeth Maynard a Protestant  

and was born in the year 1684. Meade died in the County of  

Tipperary in the month of September 1758 and by his will 
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devised his large estates in the County of Tipperary  

fallen to him as one of the co-heirs of Robert Maynard, Esq.,  

to his nephew Meade Hobson, the Rev. Samuel Meade, his nephew  

and heir-at-law, in the year 1759 disputed this will on the  

ground that his uncle was a Papist and therefore incapable  

of making a will. It was admitted that Mr. Meade had been  

bred a Catholic from his infancy (although his mother had  

lived and died a Protestant) until the year 17l1, when being  

about 27 years of age he was called to the Bar, but it was  

alleged that although on this occasion he had performed the  

most of the requisites for his admission as a Barrister by  

receiving the Holy Communion as a Protestant, filling the  

Protestant Ministers Certificate of his having done so and  

taking the oaths of adjuration to the pretender, allegiance  

and denial of the Papists supremacy, yet he had (not?) read his re-  

cantation, nor enrolled his Patent of Protestantism in Chan-  

cery: all which were necessary to make a complete legal con-  

vert to the Law Established Church; from the year 1711 he  

was a constant frequenter of the Protestant Service and died  

a religious, zealous Protestant.  

The Mead's on the other side of the "Big Pond" without doubt  

held high stations and were wealthy and influential people  

in England. Our family go back to one Rev. Matthew Mead, who  

                                         was born about the year 1629. His son, Dr. Richard Mead 

was a celebrated non conformist Divine ^ was born August 11th,  

 

1673, he was a celebrated physician, but did not live as long  

as the Meads usually do or did, as he was only 31 years of  

age at the time of his death. He had collected a library of 
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10,000 volumes besides a valuable collection of medals,  

all were sold at auction after his death.  

William Penn and William Mead, two distinguished members of  

the Society of Friends, called Quakers, were arrested and  

tried at the Old Bailey, September 1st, 1670, for the crime  

of being non-Conformists and were cruelly insulted by the  

Court. The Jury not bringing in such harsh verdict as was  

desired were threatened with being locked up without "Meat,  

Drink, Fire or Tobacco." "We are a peaceable people and can  

not offer violence to any man" said Penn, adding as he turned  

to the Jury," you are Englishmen, mind your privileges, give  

not away your rights," they responded to the noble appeal and  

acquitted the innocent prisoners, this William Mead a brother  

to the Rev. Matthew Mead and grand uncle to Col. William Mead  

of Va., of whom we are descended. From these three apparent  

distant families, all the Meads of America are descended, the  

Irish Meades from :-  

1 Andrew Meade, born about the year 1680 in Henry Co., Ire-  

land, and his brother Dr. John Meade, born about the year 1884  

who died in Tipperary Co., Ireland. 

2 Gabriel Meade, born about the year 1587 in Kent Co. Eng.,  

and his brother John Meade born about the year 1593 in Kent  

Co., Eng.  

3 Rev. Matthew Meade born about the year 1629 (the grandfather  

of Col. William Mead) and his brother, William Mead born about  

the year 1630 who was persecuted in Connecticut, with William  

Penn and the Grand uncle of Col. William Mead, of Virginia. 
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The foregoing account in connection with the accompanying  

abstracts from my family tree and tables will furnish you a tolerable  

clear conception of our geneaology on the Mead question,  

the accompanying account of Col. William Mead, and his son  

Col. Cowles Mead of which branch you are, I presume will be  

most interesting to you, a similar one of the other branches  

I have already furnished to each of the line of descent.  

All are quite complete and form quite a cumbersome manuscript,  

most of the relations have insisted upon having the whole  

printed in some neat form not too expensive and assess them  

for the expense of so doing, the work after it is printed to  

be distributed among the contributors, I would prefer the  

contributions voluntarily to come from such as feel they can  

contribute for such a purpose, and just such amounts as each  

may feel willing to contribute, had I the means to advance,  

would have at done and risk the sale among the relations to  

re-imburse me. The Rev, De Witt Mille has importuned me  

for my manuscripts and tables, says he can have published in  

neat form in connection with his and sell them for a neat  

and handsome profit. I care not to speculate upon them just  

yet. I have received a few contributions. I have enclosed  

you my father's except the account of his life which is too  

lengthy to copy just now, also my own family records, John  

Mead the second child of Col. William Mead was my grandfather;  

Col. Cowles Mead the 10th of Col William Mead was your grand-  

father. In conclusion of this "short epistle" I will be al-  

ways pleased to hear from you at any and all times, and par- 
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ticularly if anything more than stated in reference to the  

family which I desire by all means to perfect and make  

complete. "Ann Hail" is not as fone of writing as her father  

she neglected corresponding with her sister away and with  

her cousins and grandmother, who are always anxious to hear  

from her, yet she says she will write you a letter soon:  

She is more fond of drawing and painting than writing and  

has a great many beaux and gallants. With kindest and best  

wishes and much love to you and yours, in which my whole  

family join me, I am, Your Cousin, 

                                  John H. Mead. 
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ADDITIONAL MATERIAL 

NOT MENTIONED IN REPORT 
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Mr. Amos Satterwaight of Langhorne, Bucks Co. Pa. knows 

considerable of the Mead family. 

                        ***** 

 

Mrs. Elizabeth M. Heffecker of Wilmington, Delaware, also 

knows considerable of the Mead family. 

                        ***** 

 

See:- 

 Sewall's History of Quakers. 

 Gough's History of Quakers. 

 Wm. Sewall’s History of Quakers, - the rise and progress 

of the people called Quakers. 

                        ***** 

 

Richmond, Jany. 2nd, 1894.  

Mr. C. C. Callahan, 

Dear Sir:- 

 In response to your letter I find the following 

Grants on Record to Mr. William Mead, Bedford Co. 

Book 34, Page 606 Acres 300 (1764 date) 

 "   36,   "  640   "    35 

 "   36,   "  849   "    400 

 "   39,   "  264   "    520 

 "   40,   "  630   "    230 

 "   40,   "  804   "    424 

 "   42,   "  719   "     31 

 "    B,   "  397   "    200 (1780) 
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Will furnish copy of each for $3.00 paid in advance.  

                     Yrs. truly,  

                        W. R. Gaines,  

                            Regr. Land Office.  

                            Roxie, Miss., Oct. 4th, 1893.  

G. C. Callahan, Esq.,  

Dear Sir:-  

         Your letter of inquiry handed to me to answer and  

in reply would say Meadville was named after Governor  

"Cowles Mead" who was Governor in 1806 & 1807 of this state.  

One important event in the life of Governor Mead was the  

capture of Aaron Burr near Natchez who had charge of the fil-  

ibustering expedition against the U. S. Government or at  

least in violation of its laws. There is no family or per-  

son by this name "Mead" in this county nor has there been  

for the last forty years. Your name is familiar as there  

are two tracts of land in this county granted by the Spanish  

government to D. Callahan in 1807 known as the Callahan  

grant. If any of your Citizens wish to engage in farming,  

stock raising, manufacturing from timber, &c., we have a fine  

undeveloped timber, water power, productive soil, &c., Our  

Citizens to those who come among us with good intentions  

will extend to them a cordial welcome. Any information you  

wish, we will take pleasure in giving you.  

                         Yours respectfully,  

                           R. A. Rhodes,  

                           Roxie, Franklin Co. Miss. 
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6th Ap. 94, Memorial Hall,  

Albert Square, Manchester.  

Dear Sir:-  

          I received your letter 22 Mr. this morning, and  

should be very glad to assist your research, but I must  

regret my inability to furnish what you need. 

 

I have no exhaustive list of the names of Matthew Mead's  

13 children. Their names may perhaps be recorded in the  

baptism book of Stepney Meeting, now is custody of the  

Registrar-General, Somerset House, London. 

 

Some points in the memoranda derived from John Wm. Mead  

suggest important doubts. 

 

If, by "Wm. Mead of Old Bailey fame," is meant William  

Mead, d. 3 Ap. 1713, aged 85, who was tried with Wm. Penn at  

the O. Bailey in Sept. 1670, then I much question his con-  

nection with Matthew Mead. For this Wm. "Meade" is said  

(Webb's Fells of Swathmoor Hall, 1867, p.338) to have "be- 

longed to a family in Essex, of considerable landed prop-  

erty and influence." 

 

Again, I am not clear whether the "four brothers and some  

sisters" who came to America, in or shortly after l68l, are  

represented as children, or grandchildren, of Matthew Mead.  

If children, then Samuel is certainly an error, for the ca- 
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reer of Samuel, son of Matthew Mead, is known. That a  

posse of the children of so still an independent should  

go off to a settlement of Friends is strange; and they  

must have been young, for Matthew Mead could not have mar-  

ried till after 6 June, 165l, when he resigned his fellow-  

ship. If grandchildren, they must have been very young in-  

deed, even assuming William Mead to have been Matthew's  

eldest-born.  

In the "Collection of the Names of the Merchants Living  

in and about the City of London," 1677 (reprinted, l878), I  

find the following:-  

         John Mead, Great St.Hellens; 

         William Mead, Fan-Church-Street;  

         Nicholas Mead, at a Confectioners, in Leadenhall  

St., near Lyne Street;  

         John Mead, Towerhill.  

This William is Penn's friend, then a linendraper; his will  

mentions but one child, Nathaniel, afterwards knighted, who  

seems to have left no descendants. 

 

If the Meads you want were Friends, there is no man so ca-  

pable of making search for them as Joseph Smith, 6 Oxford  

street, Whitechaple, London, E., the Quaker Bibliographer, His  

circumstances are such as to make a payment acceptable. 

 

I fear there is nothing which I can add, or it would have  

given me real pleasure to do so.  

                                  Believe me, Faithfully yours,  

                                     ALEX. GORDON.  

G. C. CALLAHAN, Esq. 
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(The above letter was written by Rev'd. Alexander Gordon,  

Author of a lengthy and interesting biography of Rev. Mat-  

thew Mead in Lee's Dictionary of National Biography, 1892,  

G.C.C.)  

                          ***** 

  

                         Nicholasville, Ky. Sept. 27, 1893.  

Mr. G. C. Callahan,  

Dear Sir:-  

          My visit to Lexington to see Mrs. Safferens was 

unavoidably delayed until this week. I find that Gen'l 

Cowles Mead of Natchez, Miss. was the grandfather of Mrs.  

Safference, whose maiden name was Ada Meade, and it was he  

who was spoken of in the letter written from Cincinnati in  

1828, and Col. Marston Meade, spoken of was a brother of Gen'l  

Cowles Meade, but he did not live in Kentucky, but either in  

Georgia or Miss. The writer of this old letter evidently  

knew but little of the family connections and may have heard  

of Gen'l Meade visiting Lexington and being a guest at Chau-  

mier (Col. David Meade's home) and he may have spoken of Col.  

Meade as a kinsman, having the same name, but there is no  

tracing relationship unless we go back two hundred years to  

the County of Kerry, Kingdom of Ireland (as my great-grand-  

father writes it) to his grand-father's birth-place. He makes  

no mention of the first Meade who came to America having  

brothers or who came to this country but it is possible (but  

not probably) that he had a brother or brothers who settled in  

Virginia and so near to him as Henrico County. Mrs. Safferens 
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has a meagre record written by a cousin in Georgia, which  

only states that her paternal ancestor emigrated from Bed-  

ford County Virginia to Augusta Georgia over a hundred  

years ago and took up large tracts of land. His name was  

William Meade and was the father of twelve sons--she thinks  

that John William Crump Meade must have been his his son. 

 

I see the name of Crump in Bishop Meade's "Old Churches and  

families of Virginia" among the vestry lists but there is  

no Meades mentioned but those of our family except an E-  

piscopal Clergyman - Rev. Zachariah Meade of Fredericksville  

Parish in Albemarle County in 1830. We do not know who this  

Mr. Meade was but supposed he may have been of the family  

of that name in Pennsylvania. I met several years since a  

Miss Meade, a cultured lady, from Massachusetts who had the  

Meade coat of and crest that we have. She knew the family  

were from Ireland and her ancestors settled in Massachusetts  

a hundred and fifty or two hundred years ago. 

 

We have some interesting Heirlooms in our branch of the  

family which go back to the family of O'Connor in Ireland  

from whom the Meades of Nansemond County, Virginia, were de-  

scended.  

If you would like to have the coat of arms I will be glad  

to send you a drawing from the original. 

 

I sent you the Home-maker Magazine to show you that the  

place spoken of "is the most elegant the imagination can  

conceive of" was none other than Chaumiere, there being no 
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one of the name of Meade in all this country and no place  

improved in the style or on the scale of Chaumiere the seat  

of Col. David Meade.  

Mrs. Safferens, as well as myself    curious to know why  

and by whom this relationship wishes to be traced, if there  

is no objection to it being known.  

 

If I can do anything further I am at your service. Few sub-  

jects interest me more than geneaology and I am always happy  

when helping to trace out family relationship either by mar-  

riage connections or through blood.  

                        Respectfully,  

                          Anna Meade Letcher.  

                      ***** 

  

Richard Collett of the parish of St. Martins in the Fields,  

county of Middlesex, vintner, purchased from William Penn  

1000 acres of land in Pennsylvania, by lease and release, 3rd  

and 4th of March 1683.  

 

Richard Collett, citizen and vintner, of London, 15th and 16th  

May 1721, conveyed to Erasmas Coale of Muchhallandbury in the  

county of Essex, tanner, John Mead of Sawbridgeworth in the  

county of Hertford, woolcomber, and Edmond Peacock, citizen  

and vintner, of London, the above 1000 acres in trust, for  

the use of the said Richard Collett during life, and then to  

the use of his daughter Elizabeth Green, wife of John Green,  

citizen and wine cooper, of London, and to her children after  

her; or to sell with her consent. 
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Richard Collett died about the month of August 172l, and the  

trustees, together with Elizabeth Green, convey the said 1000  

acres to John Salkeld of Chester in Pennsylvania, Sept. 2, l727.  

This deed is recorded in Chester County, Pa., Book E., page 57.  

There is no evidence that John Mead came to this country.  

One Andrew Mead was among the taxables in Nantmeal township,  

Chester County, l739. No Mead Will in Chester County to 1758.  

Richard Abrells was among the taxables in West Nottingham  

township in 1719. He does not appear after, either because  

he changed his residence or was found to be in Cecil County,  

Maryland. There is no deed on record to or from any Abrell  

in Chester County to 1800.  

                          Gilbert Cope.  

West Chester, Pa. 1-19-1895.  

                            ***** 

  

                          West Chester, Pa. 1-19-1895.  

G. C. Callahan,  

Philadelphia, Pa.  

Respected Friend:-  

                 Thy letter addressed to the Recorder of  

Deeds was handed to me and I have spent some time looking  

over the indexes to deeds, mortgages, wills, &c., and send the  

result. I think that a charge of one dollar would not be  

out of the way for the time spent.  

                            Thy friend,  

                                  Gilbert Cope. 
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                          Phlladelphia, Pa., March 19th, 1894.  

Stith M. Sulllvan, Esq.,  

       Ohio Insurance Company,  

             Dayton, Ohio. 

 

Dear Sir:-  

I have been making some investigations as to the ances-  

tors of John William Crump Mead (son of John Mead and Elizabeth  

Crump, and grandson of Col. William Mead and Ann Haile) for  

one of his descendants.  

I have prepared a rough statement on the subject, a copy of  

which I enclose herewith. I obtained most of the data con-  

tained therein from copies of papers loaned to me by Mrs.  

Ada Mead Saffarrans of Lexlngton, Kentucke, (a descendant of  

Col. William Mead by his second wife, Martha Smith6, nee Cowles),  

who obtained them from the late John Howard Mead of Savannah,  

Georgia.  

Mrs. James Hancock, of Lynchburg, Virginia, kindly sent to me in.  

your letter--and its inclosures--of the 12th inst. and its  

contents are embodied in the enclosed memoranda.  

Is is7 possible to obtain a copy of Rev. Stith Mead's biog-  

raphy or would it be asking too much of you to ask you to  

loan me the papers and books that you have on the subject?  

They to be sent at my expense by express and to be returned,  

also at my expense, at the earliest possible day. I desire  

to copy all references to John William Crump Mead, and his  

father, mother, grandfather and grandmother and all reference  

to the early history of the family in general. If you prefer 

  

                                                           
6 Very likey ‘Stith’ instead of ‘Smith’ which is very similar. 
7 Original is, ‘Is is’. 
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not to loan them would you mind examining the enclosed  

memoranda and:  

1st. Revise what is mentioned therein, giving your au-  

thority, that is whether the information was obtained from  

family Bibles, Church or other records.  

2nd. Strike out what is not correctly stated.  

3rd. Fill in blank dates, inscriptions on tombstones, if  

any are known, particularly those in Bedford County, near  

Lowrey's.  

4th. Add briefly what is of interest relating to either:  

            a. Col. Wm. Mead.  

            b. Ann Haile.  

            c. Jno. Mead, particularly as to date and  

               place of birth, marriage, and death.  

            d. Same as to Eliz. Crump, wife of John Mead.  

            e. Same as to John William Crump Mead, son  

               of the above John and Elizabeth Crump Mead. 

 

Do you know where John Howard Mead obtained all the infor-  

mation he had about the dates of births, marriages, deaths,  

etc., etc., this being an important thing to know? He evi-  

dently had something authentic.  

I will appreciate your kind attention to this matter. I  

trust that I am not imposing on your good nature.  

                      Yours truly,  

                         G. C. Callahan,  

                                 750 Bullitt Building,  

                                       Phila., Pa.  

Copy to Mrs. Hancock. 
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                                     January 9, 1894.  

                   Sellman, Montgomery Co., Maryland.  

G. C. Callahan, Esq.,  

Dear Sir:-  

I am sorry that I can't give you any authentic information  

regarding the Mead family. There is a tradition in the  

family that there were four brothers--William (father to Wm.  

born 1736) John, (father of Col. William Mead) Samuel (Ancestor  

of Aquila Head in Loudoun Co., Va.) and Robert (whose descen-  

dants we have lost sight of) that these four were the sons of  

William Mead, and that he was in turn son of Captain William  

Mead, imprisoned with William Penn in Old Bailey 1670: and my  

desire is to establish this as a fact. Several years ago  

John H. Mead of Atlanta, or Savannah, Georgia, wrote to different  

members of the Mead family in Loudoun and Fairfax Counties,  

and he seems to have gathered more facts concerning the  

family than any person I have ever heard of. He was in cor-  

respondence with Mrs. Martha Carper (died 1876) of Fairfax Co.,  

daughter of William Mead, born 1736, and I have delayed writing  

to you hoping to get possession of the letters they exchanged:  

but all I can gather from them is that it was her impression 

that her great grandfather came to this country from England,  

that his sons, William & John, both came to Loudoun about 1746  

(or Fairfax as it then was); William having taken up land  

there about four years before. John afterwards went to Bedford  

and his son, Col. William Mead became a prominent man there. 
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Seth8 Mead, son of Col. William Mead, was converted to Metho-  

dism and although strongly opposed by his father--who was  

a member of the established church - he became a minister  

in that Church and was the founder of Methodism in Georgia  

where the family had moved from Bedford. William Mead,  

nephew of John and son of William bought land in Bedford in  

1785 (I have a copy of the deed) and moved there soon after-  

his marriage to Mary Shreve (1785) he continued to live there  

till 1805. But I think what we both want is information re-  

garding the ancestors rather than the descendants of these  

four brothers. John H. Mead may be dead, but his daughter Ann  

Haile Mead was assisting him and much interested in his re-  

search. Seth Mead (the minister) I have heard wrote a journal  

or chronicle and it is possible that he may have made some  

mention of his ancestor. Mrs. Fannie A. Mead (my aunt) corres-  

ponded with John H. Mead, (of Georgia) and he sent her a gen-  

ealogical table of his branch beginning with John Mead,  

brother of William, Samuel and Robert, but she has no papers  

that throw light on the family at an earlier date. The late  

Bishop Meade claimed that his family and ours were the same  

and in appearance he and my grandfather Jos. Mead, were enough  

alike to be very nearly related, though John H. Mead said the  

coat of arms of that family was different from our family's.  

I have heard--but cannot vouch for the truth of it--, that  

William Mead father of the afore mentioned John, William,  

Samuel and Robert, had one brother who went to Ireland and  

the additional "e" was added to the name there and that 

  

                                                           
8 Stith 
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Bishop Mead was descended from him. Another brother went  

to France where the name was changed to De Mille and Prof.  

De Mille of Bridgeport, Conn., represented this branch.  

These traditions are often misleading but sometimes they  

furnish a clew that can be followed back to facts. 

 

Agnes Strickland in "Lives of the Queens of England" speaks  

of a Dr. Mead who attended Queen Anne in her last illness, 17l4.  

In Janney's "Life of Penn" William Mead is first mentioned  

when in prison with Penn at Old Bailey. Three years later  

1673 he accompanied Penn to beg of the Duke of York the re-  

lease of Geo. Fox from prison. In 1704 William Mead is again  

mentioned (though whether the name William Mead I cannot tell) when  

some "illegitimate" friends working for Penn's injury, being  

members of the Assembly (Pa.) wrote a letter to three prom-  

inent Friends in London, George Whitehead, Wm. Mead, and Thos.  

Lower, making accusations against Penn. 

 

In 1707 the remonstrance of the Assembly against Gov. Evans  

was transmitted to the same three persons in London with  

instructions to present it to the Proprietor and to the  

Board of Trade and plantations. 

 

Penn in a letter to James Logan 1708, speaks of William·  

Meade having been with him at his lodgings in Old Bailey.  

In all letters the same Meade which would seem to prove  

the statement some of(?) have made that that was the or-  

iginal spelling of the name, the Friends having dropped the  

superflous letter. Throughout the book however the author, 
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Samuel N. Janney, speaks of William Mead.  

If I gain any information I will communicate it to you and  

will be glad to hear from success attends your efforts.  

                    Respectfully,  

                           M. L. White. 

 

The Records of the Waterford Meeting Loudoun County, where  

the Meads were members are kept at Park Avenue Meeting  

House, Baltimore, Maryland  

                          ***** 

  

Hannah Mead, of Oxford, married Andrew Elliot, 1706. She was  

a member of Dublin monthly meeting, he of Falls Meeting. 

 

Joanna Mead, married William Kelley, 1715 (recorded at Arch St.,  

monthly meeting. 

 

Rachel Mead, married William Carter, 1729--he was from Middle-  

town township,--Dr. Carter of Harrisburg, Pa., may be their  

descendant. 

 

Pleasant Mead, married William Satterthwaite, and her sister  

Sarah Mead married Van Blunt. These sisters have descendants  

in Bucks Co., Pa. 

 

Martha Worrall married Samuel Darke. Wm. Mead administered on  

her estate. I have heard there was a Quarterly Meeting Book  

of Records commenced in 1683, and coming down to 1715 con-  

taining births from 1662 in the care of the Clerk of Bucks  

Co. Quarterly meeting. 
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There is a tradition in the family to the effect that  

four brothers came to America together and that their 

names were as stated below Wm., John, Sam'l, Robt, and they 

were the sons of William Mead and . . . . . . . . . . . his 

wife and that William Mead came from Leeds, England. 

 

Wm. Mead. D. 1780 

Eleanor Worral, 

       : 

  their son 

 

William Mead 

B. 1736 – D. 1816 – m. 

Mary Shreve 1785 

       : 

  their son 

 

 

William Mead 

B. 1786 – D. 1854 – M. 

Mary Crenshaw. 

 

 

John Mead 

 ---:--- 

    : 

 

 

Col. Wm. Mead 

B. 1727 – D. M. 

1st. Ann Haile 

2nd. Martha Stith 

 

 

John H. Mead 

descended from 

this branch. 

Samuel Mead 

   married 

Mary: Downey 1737 

    : 

 

their son, I suppose 

was Benj. Mead, whose 

marriage to Ann 

Pattison is on re- 

cord at the Friends’ 

Meeting House in 

Watterford, 1785 and 

this Benj. Mead is 

probably ancestor 

to John & Aquila 

Mead, Lincoln Loudoun Co. 

Va. 

 

Robert Mead of him 

or his descendants 

we know absolutely 

nothing. 

There are Meads 

living in or near 

Meadville, Pa. who I 

have thought may be 

his descendants 

since they do not 

seem to belong to 

the other branches. 
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         Taken from the History of Virginia 

                 (Author Campbell) 

 

The Meades of Virginia, Andrew Meade first of the name in  

Virginia, born in County Kerry, Ireland, educated a Romanist,  

cane to New York and married Mary Latham a Quakeress of  

Flushing on Long Island. He afterwards settled in Nansemond,  

Virginia, and for many years was Burgess thereof, from which  

it appears that he must have removed the Roman religion. He  

was prosperous, afflent and hospitable. He is mentioned by  

Col. Byrd in his Journal of the Dividing Line run in 1728. His  

only son Daniel Meade married under romantic circumstances,  

Susannah, daughter of Richard Everard, Baronet, Governor of  

North Carolina. Of the sons of David Meade, Richard Kidder  

Meade was aid-de-camp to Gen. Washington. Everard Meade aid  

to Gen, Lincoln, Richard Kidder, Everard together with an older  

Brother David were educated at Harrow, England under the care  

of Dr. Thackery. 

  

Old churches, ministers and families of Virginia (Bishop Wm.  

Meade, Taken from Parish of Nansemond.) 

 

The vestry book of the upper parish dates back as far as  

November 30,1743. At the first vestry meeting there were  

present Col. Andrew Meade, Edward Norfleet, Lemuel Reddick,  

John Gregorie, John Norfleet, David Pugh and Jethro Summers,  

In the year 1744 Captain William Wright and Captain were on  

the list, and the Rev. Mr. Balfour is minister. In 1745 Mr.  

David Meade and Daniel Pugh take the place of Col. Andrew 
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Meade and Col. Daniel Pugh. The sons succeed the father. In  

the year 1748 the order for a new church at Suffolk is re-  

newed. It is to be a handsome brick church and David Meade  

and Lemuel Reddick allowed to put up at their own expense  

galleries for their families. In 1773 Samuel Reddick re-  

signed on account of age and infirmities, having served  

forty years and Mr. David Meade being about to move from the  

country, having served twenty-seven years, John Reddick and  

Andrew Meade were chosen in their room. In 1777 Mr. Andrew  

Meade removed.  

In the year 1744 Captain William Wright and Captain      were  

on the list, and the Rev. Mr. Balfour is minister. In 1743 Mr.  

David Meade and Daniel Pugh take the place of Col. Andrew  

Meade and Co. Daniel Pugh. The sons succeeded the father. In  

the year 1748 the order for a new church at Suffolk is re-  

newed. It is to be a handsome brick church and David Meade and  

Lemuel Reddick allowed to put up. at their own expense galleries  

for their families. In 1773 Samuel Reddick resigned resigned  

on account of age and infirmities, having served forty years,  

and Mr. David Meade being about to move from the country,  

having served twenty-seven years, John Reddick and Andrew Meade  

were chosen in their room. In 1777 Mr. Andrew Meade removed.  

 

The account of this Parish is chiefly taken, even to the  

letter from papers found in the relicts of the late David  

Meade of Kentucky, eldest brother of my father, who lived to  

be more than ninety years of age, and was much addicted to the  

study of geneaology. Andrew Meade was born in County Kerry 
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and kingdom of Ireland about the later part of the seven-  

teenth century. Tradition says that on leaving his native  

country he went first to London, and from there to New  

York, where he though a Romanist married Miss Mary Latham,  

a Quakeress of Flushing. A heterogenious kind of union less  

obnoxious to nature than to bigotry says Mr. Meade some  

five years after he removed to Virginia and settled in  

Nansemond. It was not known wheather he renounced the Catholic.  

He died in 1745 leaving a character without stain. One son  

and a daughter were all the children he left. His son David  

Meade and wife Susannah afforded their posterity an example  

of conjugal felicity, which has been rarely equalled. 

 

Her father was Governor Everard of North Carolina, Andrew  

Meade's daughter Priscilla married a Mr. Wilson Curle of  

Hampton. She had two daughters and six sons. David Meade had 

                  one was Mary Mead, 

two daughters ^ and five sons. Ann married Richard Randolph of 

 

Curles Virginia. Mary married Col. Walker. They left two  

children. The sons were David, who inherited the estate in  

Nansemond, married Miss Waters of Williamsburg, then set-  

tled at Macon in Prince George then removed to Kentucky.  

The others were R. K. Meade aid to Gen. Washington. Everard  

Meade aid to Gen. Lincoln, Gen. Andrew Meade who settled in  

Brunswick and John who died in youth. The three elder chil-  

dren were educated in England. 

 

I commenced to copy this article from Virginia Cousins by  

G. Brown Goode but found that Goode bad taken his article 
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from Bishop William Mead's Old Churches, Ministers and  

Families of Virginia, and that the original was much to  

be preferred. 

 

Taken from Virginia Genealogist (by Horace Edwin Hayden)  

Mr. Cunnan married July 31, 1804 Elizabeth Richard Green  

born Jan. 12, 1787, died July 13, 1813, daughter of Timothy  

Green. He had two daughters, one married John Hart of  

Fredericksburg, the other Richard Kidder Meade, brother  

of Right Rev. Wm. Meade, D. D. Bishop of Virginia. John  

Ware married Rebecca McGuire, had children Frederick mar-  

ried Martha C. White of Jefferson County, Va., and had Ben-  

jamin, killed in army. Rebecca married Jos. Trapnell and  

had Benjamin. Emily died an infant, Joseph, Frederick and  

Ellen the second daughter of John married John Meade and  

had Catherine who married Mr. Fletcher, Louise, Mary and  

John.  

James Duncan, Col. U.S. Army born Apr. 4, 1799 died Dec.28,  

1865 married Charlotte Meade died l843, sister of Gen.  

George G. Meade, U. S. Army, who married 1867 Fanny Wickham. 

 

I am unable to tell if any of this sheet of paper will be  

of service to thee or not but thought best to forward it. 
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Friend G. C. Callahan:- 

Since writing and preparing my letter to thee, I have been  

to Maryland Historical Society and find the following works  

that have considerable information of the Mead family,  

as they are printed works and in circulation thought best  

to inquire if thee has ever met with them.  

Old Church Ministers and Families of Virginia, by William  

Episcopal Mead, D. D., Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church of 

Virginia.  

This work is in two volumns that contain 400 and 496 pgs. 

 

"Virginia Cousins" A study of the Ancestry and Posterity  

of Virginia, by G. Brown Goode. 500 pages with numerous  

illustrations of members of this family. If thee has not  

met with them and thinks they will yield in thy line, I will  

give them a full search and copy from them. There are pro-  

berly more works that will help us. 

                          Thy friend,  

                                Kirk Brown. 

 

Whereas Benjamin Mead of the County of Loudoun and state of  

Virginia and Ann Patterson of the County and State aforesaid,  

having declared their intention of marriage with each other  

before several Monthly Meetings of the people called Quakers  

at Fairfax in the County aforesaid according to the good order  

used among them, and having consent of parties concerned, their  

said proposals of marriage were allowed of by the said meeting. 
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Now these are to certify all whom it may concern that for  

the full accomplishment of their said intentions this thirty-  

first day of the Third month in the year of our Lord one  

thousand seven hundred and eighty-five, they the said Benja-  

min Mead and Ann Patterson appeared in a public meeting of  

the said people at Goose Creek Meeting House in the said  

county aforesaid and the said Benjamin Mead taking the said  

Ann Patterson by the hand did in a solemn manner openly de-  

clare that he took her the said Ann Patterson to be his  

wife promising with Lord assistance to be unto her a faith-  

ful and loving Husband until death should separate them and  

them and therein the same Assembly the said Ann Patterson  

did in like manner declare that she took the said Benjamin  

Mead to be her Husband promising through the Lord's assis-  

tance to be unto him a faithful and loving wife until death  

should separate them (or words to this effect). And moreover·  

they the said Benjamin Mead and Ann Patterson (she according  

to custom of marriage assuming the name of her husband) as  

a further confirmation thereof did then and there to these  

presents set their hands. And we whose names are hereafter  

subscribed being present at solemnization of the said mar-  

riage and subscription have as witnesses thereunto set our  

hands the day and year first above written.  

                             Benjamin Mead  

                             Ann Mead 
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Thomas Smith, William Nicholes, Elizabeth Smith, Joseph Gore,  

James Dillon, Ann Smith, Rachel Patterson, Nancy Clewes,  

Solomon Whittson, Joseph Pool, Ruth Gregg, Jos. Clewes, James  

Hatcher, John Gregg, Israel Janney, Rebeckah Pool, Jonas.  

Janney, William Smith, Solomon Hoge, Hannah Janney, Joseph  

Janney, William Daniel, Wm. Kenworthy, Jr., Sarah Gore, Thomas  

Smith, James Dillon, Jr., Elisha Janney, Hannah Janney, Jr.,  

Joseph Randal, Joel Lewis, Thomas Gore, Dinah Gregg, John  

Hirst, Alice LewiS, Samuel Gregg, Sarah Nichols, William  

Hatcher, Thomas Hatcher, James Trahorn, Geo. Fairhirst, Thos.  

Gregg, Stephen Gregg, Blackstone Janney, Thos. Welch. 

 

From our Monthly Meeting at the Falls in the County of Bucks  

in the Province of Pennsylvania 2nd of 7th Mo.1747(the year  

may not be correct as it is defaced) To the monthly meeting at  

Fairfax in Fairfax County Virginia. Dear Friends:- After the  

salutation of our Dear Lord to you these come to acquaint you  

that this bearer Margaret Mead being removed with her husband  

into the compass of your meeting hath requested a few lines by  

way of Certificate. Whereupon we have made inquiry concerning  

her and there doth not anything appear but her conversation  

hath been pretty orderly (except in the case of her marriage  

out of the unity of Friends for which she hath made Friends  

Satisfaction by comdemning her misconduct therein so that we  

have not anything to object against her. Therefore recommend  

her to your care for council and advice as you in that wisdom  

which truth teaches may so occasion and subscribe ourselves 
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your friends, Brethern and Sisters. 

 

Signed on behalf of our said Meeting by Wm. Atkinson.  

Mary Kirkbride, Dorothy Burges, Ann Brown, Ann Palmer,  

Mary Palmer, Isabell Lucay, Francis Palmer, Mary Bayly. 

 

From our Monthly Meeting held at the Falls Buck County in  

Pennsylvania the first day of the second month 1764. 

 

To Friends of Fairfax Monthly Meeting in Virginia.  

The occasion of our writing at this time is on account of  

Ann Mead, who sometime ago removed from you and resided  

within the limits of our Meeting being now returned has our  

certificate in her behalf. These are therefor to certify  

you that inquiry has been made concerning her by which no-  

thing appears but that she has been pretty orderly in her  

life and conversation and frequented our Religious Meetings  

and for ought we know is clear from any marriage engagement  

among us. We therefor recommend her to Tour Christian care  

and oversight as one in Society with us, desiring her growth  

in the truth that changes not. In which we remain your  

Friends Brethern and Sisters. 

Signed in and on behalf of our said Meeting by Stacy  

Kirkbride, Clk.  

Priscilla Buckman, Elizabeth Brown, Ann Brown, Mary Kirk-  

bride, Hannah Taylor, Hannah White, Hannah Rickey, Eliza  

Warden, Joel Palmer, Ann Moon, Mary Swain, Hannah Headley,  

Lydia Bunting, Ruth Buckley, Ann Palmer. 
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Taken from "The History and Topography of the County of Es-  

sex, England, Author - Thomas Wright, Esq." 

 

The Mead family with the letter E. left off. 

 

The Mead family came from Summersetshire into the Country  

in the reign of Henry the Sixth and first settled at Elmden.  

George the purchaser of this estate (Nortofts in Hundred of  

Hinekford, Essex Co. England) kept his first Court here in 1602  

his eldest son was of Lincoln Inn and by his wife Dorothy,  

daughter of Sir Thomas Wendy knight of Haslingfield in Cam-  

bridgeshire had John and Elizabeth who married Sir Samuel  

Brown one of the justices of the Common Pleas. George Mead,  

by will dated 1629, the year of his decease, left part of  

his estate to his wife Dorothy during her life. The remain-  

der to his son and his wife and their respective heirs. 

 

John Mead by his wife Elizabeth, daughter of William Mewes,  

Esq., of the Isle of Wright, and by Dorothy, daughter of Sir  

Francis Barrington, knight and baronet, had John, who died  

without issue. Joan married Roger of Sneffham, Cambridgeshire  

and Dorothy married John Marshall, Esq. 

 

Taken from "The History and Topography of the County of Essex,  

in England." 

 

The Parish of Farnham af Farnham and Manor of Walkfares in  

Half Hundred of Clavering.  

This Parish is on the Southern extremities of the half hun-  

dred, and extends to the borders of Herfordshire. The village 
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is situated west of the public road. The distance from  

Bishop Shortford is three miles and from London thirty  

three miles.  

The manor of Walkfares was one of the three divisions of  

the original divisions of the Parish Manor. It was taken  

from the chief Manor and held by the Honorable Mandevill.  

In the reign of Henry the Third it was in possession of  

Ralph, son of Robert Farnham, from whom it passed to Will-  

iam Lovell 1256. Afterwards to Walter Arden, then to John  

Walkfar, at his decease to his daughter co-heiress of Ed.-  

ward Comyn. She enjoyed the estate until her death 1361.  

In 1529 it became the property of the Ap Rice Family, was  

sold by Roger Ap Rice to John Eliot in 1559 and conveyed  

by Elizabeth Eliot to John Hayes of Old Holt in Birch  

from whose son John it was sold 1622 to William Hone of  

the Temple, who in 1640 conveyed it to Wm. Halton, Esq.  

created a baronet 1642 and he sold it 1645 to Thomas Meade,  

from whom it afterwards passed to another of the same name,  

both being of the family of Meade of Berden this last sold  

it 1694 to John Gill, 1694. 

 

Taken from Great Eastern Parish in Hundred of Dunnow, Essex,  

England. 

Tiltey Abbey had a grange or farm here named Croys, which, after  

the dissolution was granted to James Gunter and William  

Lewis, from whom it was conveyed to Wm. Fitch who sold it to  

John Meade of Henham, John Meade's four sons were William, 
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John, Robert and George. George had Nortofts in Finching-  

field, John Succeeded his father on his decease in 1602,  

having married Ellen, daughter of Nicholas Colin of Brox-  

ted by whom he had Thomas of Henham, whose son John was of  

Hatching" John to whom he gave Dutton Hill in this Parish.  

He died 1614. John of Dutton Hill his second son, married  

Jane, daughter of John Glascock of Rowell, by whom he had  

his son and heir John Meade, who married Elizabeth, daughter  

and co-heiress of Robert Samford of Chapel. Had by her 14  

children of whom three survived on his decease in 1664.  

John, Robert, Philip, William, Elizabeth, Ann and Esther. 

 

This manor continued the family continuously till the 

                                    male 

failure of the mail heir, on the decease of John Meade of 

 

London, Merchant, who died 1689 and his daughter Anne 1758  

aged 87 and Elizabeth died 1761 aged 85. They having pre-  

viously sold to Henry the youngest brother of their father  

the estate of Dutton Hall, where he in 1721 built a hand-  

some brick mansion, enjoyed by his wife on his decease and  

which became the inheritance of his daughter Elizabeth. 

 

Among the tombs of Parish of Tiltey are the following in-  

scriptions of Meades.  

John Meade of Dutton Hill who died l6l4, aged 67.  

Jane the wife of John Meade of Dutton Hill died 1626.  

John the eldest son of John and Jane, died 1666 aged 84.  

Mrs. Ann Meade, daughter and co-heir of John Meade died Jan.  

2nd 1758, aged 87. 
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Mrs. Rebecca Meade, sister of the above, who died Jan. 20  

l76l, aged 85. 

 

Mrs. Rebecca Meade founded a charity school in 1759 for ten  

poor girls and endowed it with land in this parish named  

Kirbys which being copy hold was enfranchised by Lord May-  

nard. Also two fields called Cronchill or Cramps in Weath-  

ersfield, and as an appendage to this charity Charles Lord  

Maynard in 1761 gave an annuity of five pounds payable out  

of Great Easton Hall farm, for a school-master to teach  

twelve poor boys of Great and Little Easton. 

 

Wendon Lefts or Loughts Parish Hundred of Uttlesford Essex  

England. The manor of Lofts was held under Robert Fitzwater  

by Maud Lawney and Alice de Bottiler in 1328. Fitzwater died  

1386. Thomas Lawney his partner held it after his death. In  

1406 it is said to have belonged to Walter Fitzwater and to  

have previously to have been in possession of Benedict de  

Alders, the Abbot of Tiltey, and Robert Rokele, Richard Knes-  

worth sold to John Shelly 1476 and 1559 to Thomas Crawley  

and belonged to Anne the daughter of his son John 1559. 

 

The Meade family were a considerable time in the possession  

of this estate which was purchased by Thomas Meade. His  

father Thomas Meade, Esq., was the first of the family who  

came into this country. He settled, at Elmden, where he was  

succeeded by his son Thomas. He had also Reginold settled at  

Elmden, a second Thomas seated at Chrishall and two daughters. 
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Thomas Meade of Wendon Lofts married Joan Clamp of Hun-  

tington a widow by whom he had Thomas, Robert and Matthew,  

the two last never married. The father died 1585; The es-  

tate was in possession of his son Thomas Meade at the time  

of his decease 1617. Sir Thomas Meade had large estates at  

Arkesdale and Elmden. He married Bridget, daughter of Sir  

John Brograve, knight of Herfordshire, by whom he had Thomas  

who died before him. John, Charles, George, Robert and five  

daughters. He was succeeded on his death by his son Sir.  

John Meade, knight: who by Katherine his lady, had Thomas  

his successor and two daughters. Thomas Meade Married Mar-  

garet only daughter and heiress. Debney of Norfolk by whom  

he had 9 children. His successor was John, his eldest son,  

who married Jane, daughter of William Wardour. They had John  

who died an infant. 

 

Thomas Meade the elder was Sergeant at Law in 1567 and in  

1578 one of the Judges of the King's Bench. In his family it  

continued several generations, till it was sold by the co-  

heirs of John Meade, Esq. to Richard Chamberlain, Esq., of  

London 1722. 

                     ******* 

 


