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Medal of a Hero For Well Rescue Given Clergyman 
 

Pittsburgh, April 29—(AP)— 

A Mississippi clergyman was awarded a sliver medal Friday by the Carnegie Hero 

Fund Commission for rescuing a one-armed farmer from a caved-in well. 

 

He was the Rev. John A. Wade, 33, Kilmichael, Miss.  Mr. Wade was one of 13 

heroes in eight states honored.  Bronze medals were given the other 12 persons. 

 

West Virginia and New York had three heroes each.  West Virginia counted two 

and Tennessee, Mississippi, North Carolina, Connecticut and Kentucky had one 

each. 

 

The commission said Mr. Wade’s act of heroism happened this way: 

 

The farmer, Simon W. Dismukes was working near the abandoned well Feb. 2, 

1948, when the ground beneath him gave way, plunging him into the pit.  A 125-

pound chunk of concrete fell behind him, and rested slanting over him.  Loosely 

packed earth and timber rained down, filling the well for 20 feet. 

 

Mr. Wade arrived on the scene an hour later. Although the accident attracted many 

persons, no one had ventured into the pit, ignoring warnings of danger.  Mr. Wade, 

astride a narrow board, suspended on a rope, was lowered to the loose debris. 

 

Suspended almost horizontally to keep his weight off the rubble, he loaded the 

debris into buckets which were raised to the surface. 

 

The minister worked two hours before he reached the trapped farmer.  He tied a 

rope and his belt around the concrete slab and had it removed.  He then seated 

Dismukes on another board dangling from a rope and tied him securely.  Workers 

above pulled both men to safety. 

 

Mr. Dismukes suffered shock and exposure. 

 

 

Caption under the picture:  Back To College—S. W. Dismukes (left) of Kilmichael, 

Miss, a member of the first class to enter Millsaps College at Jackson, Miss.  In 

1892, returned to the campus over the past weekend for the first time in many ears 

to attend homecoming.  During his stay he chatted with Millsaps President and Mrs. 

H.E. Finger, Jr. 



 

7-28-60 

Wilson Homecoming Held at Briarwood 

 
The descendants of Milton Amos Wilson assembled Sunday at “Briarwood” three 

miles east of Vaiden. The home was built in 1821 and is a perfect place for this 

annual gathering.  In 1961, the family will meet again on the fourth Sunday in July. 

 

There were one hundred and fifty members of the family present, including Pamela 

Jean Williams of Jackson, a member of the seventh generation. 

 

The Wilsons were the parents of fifteen sons and daughters, and attending this 

reunion were five granddaughters:  Mrs. Flora W. Parker of Canton, Mrs. Willie 

Whittle of Winona, Mrs. Pearl Schultz Marshall of Ruleville, Mrs. Wilburn Harvey 

of Sylvania, La., and Mrs. Mabel W. Bruce of Greenwood.  Three grandsons were in 

attendance, Oliver Cross Caldwell of Winona, John M. Caldwell of Vicksburg, and 

S. W. Dismuke of Greenwood. 

 

Among the other descendants enjoying the day were Mr. and Mrs. A. B. Wilson, 

Susan and Joe Wilson, Mrs. C. B. Wilson, Mr. and Mrs. Charles Wilson, Carol Ann 

and Eddie Wilson, Mr. and Mrs. Curtis Allen and a visitor, Miss Clemmis Grant of 

Greenwood. 
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CHARLES WILSON DISMUKES, GRANDSON OF SIMON 

WILSON DISMUKES 
 

Story of Simon Wilson Dismukes rescue from a well cave-in by Rev. John Wade 

Kilmichael, Ms, on February 2, 1948 

 

I was 9 years old at the time the rescue occurred. This is what I remember and 

remember hearing. The well cave-in occurred when granddaddy was 71 years old. 

He had lost his arm in a cotton gin accident when he was a young man. He had gone 

to his chicken house to gather the eggs. On his way back to the house, he stopped to 

turn on a water facet to water his chickens. The facet was located next to an old dug 

water well, with a thick concrete apron around the well. When he stepped back after 

turning the water on, the ground gave and he and the concrete slab went in to the 

well.  He was penned in by all the soil and concrete.  After some time passed, my 

grandmother missed him and started looking. She went out the back door and 

heard him calling her from the well. She called my mother and she called for help.  

My dad was on his way home from Alabama with a load of coal.  In a short length of 

time, 200 or more people were on the scene.  This was not unusual for Kilmichael or 

Montgomery County, as both black and white turn out to help in time of trouble. 

 

Two side stories:  When it came to drinking, being a stanch Methodist, Granddaddy  

was a teetotaler.  He was somewhat in shock from exposure.  Dr. Howard told him 

he was going to give him a strong shot of whiskey.  Granddaddy said that it would 

be his first and last time. He also had two eggs in his front pocket and they came out 

intact. At first several men said they would go in and get Granddaddy, but after 

taking one look, they backed away.  When Rev. Wade said he would go in, they told 

him to think of his three young sons and wife.  He did not hesitate. There were 

pieces of concrete hanging, which could fall in at any time.  There also was danger of 

another cave-in. 
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S.W. Dismukes Rescued From Well By Heroic Act of 

Kilmichael Baptist Minister 
 

Winona—(Spl)—S.W. Dismukes was rescued from abandoned well after being buried in 

debris and mud for several hours last week-end. 

 

He was rescued by Rev. J.A. Wade, Kilmichael, who volunteered to be lowered into the 

well by using a shaft on a rope. 

 

While inspecting an abandoned well, in the back yard of his home near Kilmichael, the 

curbing and a third of this concrete footing around the well caved in sending Mr. 

Dismukes plunging thirty feet into its depths, in an avalanche of crumbling concrete. The 

well being square cut, he landed in the southeast angle, in a semi-sitting position with his 

face wedged into one corner. A 200 pound concrete slab was caught just over him which 

prevented his being totally buried, or crushed by the tremendous amount of debris. Mrs. 

Dismukes discovered his predicament when she went in search of him on his failure to 

return. 

 

Help was hastily summoned and the Rev. J. A. Wade, Kilmichael Baptist minister, 

volunteered to be lowered by ropes down into the well where working head downward 

with only his hands for tools.  The large quantity of mud, bricks and broken concrete was 

removed by slow degrees in a five gallon container necessitating numerous trips, and two 

hours of work. Finally, the big concrete slab was laboriously drawn up enabling Mr. 

Wade to place ropes around Mr. Dismukes, and both to be brought to the surface. 

 

Examination by Dr. Homer Howard discover that aside from severe bruises, Mr. 

Dismukes was none worn from his ordeal of being buried waist deep in mud for more a  

three hours period. 

 

 

 

 
February 2, 1948 –date of accident 

What I, Olene, have heard around Kilmichael about the story. 

 

Brother Wade had held funeral services in Winona that afternoon and as he was returning 

to Kilmichael, he saw a huge crowd at the Dismukes residents. He stopped to see what 

was going on and was told the sad news. He was told that no one would go into the well 

because of the great danger of meeting their death if the rest of the concrete and soil 

caved. He was advised to go and look at the situation because he had small children. His 

reply was that he did not need to look and that he would be back as soon as he could go 

home and change clothes, which he did. 
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